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Many people know that the site of the Kansas State Fair la
at Hutchinson, Kansas; however, others do not know definitely
which fair la the State Fair—the one at Topeka or the one at
Hutchinson. Probably the outstanding question concerning the
Pair Is this: "Why Is the Kansas State Pair located at Hutchin-
son?"
It has been the purpose of the writer to present an accurate
hlatory of the State Pair In Kansas. No one aapect of the Pair
has been singled out for particular attention, but, rather, every
aapect, Including political, economic, and social, has been given
consideration. The primary consideration, if any, has been given
to the agricultural aspect. Agricultural fairs grew out of the
conception of men that comparison was a necessary element In form-
ing judgment; that by comparing things with like things, a better
Judgment could be obtained than by any other method. In this man-
ner, it waa possible that the many breeds of cattle and livestock
were generally Improved. With the exception of the speed ring,
all departments of the fairs were developed in this way.
It is apparent from the circumstances of the early attempts
to establish a state fair that this state, at that time, had nei-
ther the wealth, the population, the transportation facilities,
nor the commonness of interest necessary to maintain this insti-
tution.
It was not until the early 1900's that the project of estab-
lishing an official state fair was accomplished. The bitter
ill
struggle which accompanied the selection of the Fair site is an
Interesting story in itself. Contrary to the fears of many per-
sons at that time, the selection of Hutchinson as the site of the
State Pair did not cause the ruination of either the Topeka fair
or the Hutchinson fair. Admittedly, a rivalry between the two
fairs did exist, and for a time there was a question of whether
both could continue their exhibitions successfully. That ques-
tion has been answered satisfactorily, and at the present time
there are actually two state fairs in Kansas, the Kansas State
fair at Hutchinson, Kansas, and the Kansas Free Fair at Topeka,
Kansas
.
The writer appreciates the assistance of the many persons
who helped In any way to locate the sources which made this re-
search possible. Especially to Dr. A. Bower Sageser go the wri-
ter's sincere thanks for his suggestions and comments, which have
been quite helpful.
S. H. K.
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CHAPTfcR I
KARLY STATE PAIRS IN KANSAS
Soon after Kansas became • state, the Kansas State Agricul-
tural Society, which was organized in 1857, inaugurated the pro-
ject of sponsoring annual state fairs. Locations for these annual
exhibitions were determined by financial bids which were received
by the Society. A bid submitted by Leavenworth was accepted, and
the first annual state fair was held there October 6-9, 1863.
This fair, with James L. McDowell as the General Superintendent,
was considered to have been a success although the disbursements
exceeded the receipts by approximately 9260. This deficit was
liquidated as the result of an appropriation of $1,000 by the leg-
islature to the Society. 1
Although plans were made by the Society to hold exhibitions
in 1864 and 1866, these plans were not completed because of the
unsettled conditions which existed during the Civil Aar. In 1866
a proposal by the citizens of Garnett and Anderson county to pay
the Society a sum of $2,000 to have a state fair held at Garnett
was considered. However, the Lawrence Fair Association offered
the use of its grounds and facilities with a sum of $2,006 to the
Society in exchange for a fair at Lawrence, and this proposition
was accepted. In the selection of the Lawrence proposal, consid-
eration was given to the transportation facilities which made that
city mora accessible to the people of Kansas. This fair was oon-
1 A. T. Andreas, History of the State of Kansas , p. 269.
2sldered to be a grand success, and the total receipts of the fair
exceeded the disbursements by one dollar—#4,459 being the re-
ceipts and #4,458 the disbursements. 2
The state fair of 1867 was also held at Lawrence, and this
fair showed an improvement over those which preceded it. Classi-
fications of livestock included those requiring pedigrees for
Shorthorns, Devons, and Ayrshlres. Another class was formed for
other breeds, grades, and crosses, pedigree furnished as far as
possible. Flour, starch, butter, cheese, honey, bread, cake,
doughnuts, crackers, pickled cucumbers, gherkins, peaches, cat-
sup, and browned coffee were all grouped together as "Lot 42",
and the premiums were awarded accordingly. "Lot 53" included
plowing and spading matches, canned fruits, butter, cheese, and
native wines.3
Some improvement was found in the classifications for the
state fair at Leavenworth in 1868. The premium list provided a
class for "Alderneys and other breeds, grades excluded." As had
been the case in the three previous fairs, approximately two-
thirds of the price money which had been offered was actually a-
warded.4
The state fair of 1869 was held at Fort Scott, September 27-
30, and in 1870 and 1871 the annual exhibitions were held at
2 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Annual Report
.
2:41,
1873. Hereafter cited as K.S.B.A., Annua l~I<eport .
3 I. D. Graham, "The Kansas State Board of Agriculture," Col -
lections of the Kansas State Historical Society . 17:788, 1928.
* See Table 2, ^g, 10 .
3
Topeka. liarly in 1872 the Kansas State Agricultural Society was
replaced by the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. The latter's
constitution contained a provision for sponsoring the annual state
fairs. Accordingly, the Board accepted the offer of the Shawnee
County Agricultural Society for the use of its fairgrounds and a
cash guarantee of #2,000, and the state fair was held at Topeka
in 1872. In 1875 the annual exhibition, under the supervision of
the State Board of Agriculture, was again held at Topeka.8
The Kansas State Board of Agriculture decided to hold its
tenth annual fair at Leavenworth during September, 1874; however,
in July and August the depression which resulted from chinehbugs,
dry weather, and locusts was so great that the Board decided that
to hold a fair would be detrimental to tUe agricultural interests
of the state. Many prominent exhibitors advised the abandonment
of the undertaking, and the members of the Board were of the opin-
ion that more Important work than the conduct of a state fair re-
quired the attention of the Board. Yet, because the people an-
ticipated an annual competitive exhibition of the various products
and industries of the state, the decision was made to hold a fair
as had been planned. This decision was influenced by the common
belief that the failure to hold a fair would have been an author-
itative acknowledgment that drought and grasshoppers had left the
state nothing from the soil to exhibit. As a result, the Stabs
Board of Agriculture appealed to the people of Kansas, and asked
them to give their support to the conduct of a successful exhibl-
K.S.B.A., Annual he port. 1:68, 1872.
tion.6
A previous examination of the Board's books had revealed
that the three preceding fairs had been financial failures, and
in view of this condition, with the approval of the Board, the
legislature enacted a law which forbade the Board of Agriculture
to incur any debt not provided for by existing appropriations*
Consequently, the fair of 1874 was held on a financial basis by
which premiums were offered according to the amount of the net
proceeds of the exhibition. This exhibition, the best display of
the products and manufactures ever held In the state to that time,
had a disappointing attendance. This low attendance was explained
by the fact that the legislature had, by law, excluded the selling
of liquor and race-track gambling from the fairgrounds of the
state, and the exclusion of the "liquor Interests" and the "horse
Interests" resulted In an antagonism which affeoted the success
of the fair. 7
In view of the financial losses which had resulted from spon-
soring the fairs since 1871, the Kansas State Board of Agricul-
ture, in 1875, decided to discontinue its annual exhibitions. The
emancipation of the Board from the "show business" proved to be a
satisfactory relief, and it allowed that body to perform other
valuable work which had not been possible before. It was the o-
pinion of the Board that state fairs were of as little value to
6 K.S.B.A., Annual Report. 3:66, 1874.
7 Ibid., p. 68.
agriculture as a circus would be, and that because of the pre-
ceding circumstances the state could no longer sponsor a fair.8
Mo serious attempt was made to change this policy until Jan-
uary, 1878, when the Board appointed a committee to confer with
citizens and associations of the state in order to determine whe-
ther there was any general demand for a state fair. This commit-
tee reported that a general indifference and a lack of Interest
toward the fair existed throughout the state. Consequently, the
Board finally decided that there was no general desire for a
state fair; however, as Alfred Gray, secretary of the Board, de-
scribed the Fair:
It commenced with the year 1878, by a field exhibition
of 1,730,812 acres of beautiful lands, carpeted in green
with growing wheat. The fair lasted the year 'round. It
did not interfere with local exhibitions. Admittance was
free, and competition open to the world. There was a full
attendance from within and without the State. Ho dividing
of time nor pooling of earnings with horse associations.
Eight-hundred thousand of our people heve been constant-
ly in attendance together with representative men from all
parts of the world upon the fair grounds containing 52,043,520
acres, of which 6,538,727 have been charmingly improved.
They were well pleased with the grounds in all their ap-
pointments, as well as with the wonderful display on every
hand. Ho subscriptions have been asked for with which to
conduct this exhibition. Hone were needed. As for the
dates for subsequent exhibitions, the State "claims 11 each
successive year as Its own for the renewal of these annual
displays. 9
Although there was no official state fair for many years af-
ter the annual exhibition in 1874, many loeal fairs were held la
Kansas; and the majority of these were sponsored by county agrl-
8 K.S.B.A., Annual Report. 5:6, 1876.
9 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Report , 1:26,
1878. Hereafter cited as K.S.B.A., Biennial "eport .
6
cultural societies. There were twenty-eight fairs held through-
out the state In 1874, and the largest fairs were held at several
of the principal cities. The Kansas State Pair Association was
organized at Topeka In 1879 for the purpose of holding a fair
there In 1880 and for each succeeding year10 ; however, because
the Western National Fair, known as the Bismark Pair, was held at
Lawrence, the Topeka fair was cancelled for the year of 1880. ll
Previous fairs at Topeka had been successful, and at the fair of
1879 there were exhibits of wagons, windmills, sulky plows, a
steam thresher in operation, a stubble plow, and other agricul-
tural Implements. The contrast of these tools with those used
in earlier years was remarkable to the spectators at the fair. 12
Other state-wide fairs were held at Wichita and Hutchinson.
The State Pair Association at A'iohlta sponsored a fair in 1894,
and the Central Kansas Pair, located at Hutchinson, was recog-
nized as a state-wide fair by 1900.
10 Topeka Commonwealth
, October 23, 1879, n. p.
11 Ibid .. Ootober 7, 1880, n. p.
12
"" Ibid .. October 2, 1879, n. p.
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Table 1. Premium lists of early fairs •
i
Premiums
I
t Premiums
Articles i 1863 l 1866
: Offered Awarded : Offered Awarded
Shorthorn Cattle • 174 * 164 * 224 $ 214
Devon* 128 • * • 194 • • f
Ayrshire* • • • • • • 194 • • •
Grades and Crosses 74 82 230 167
Milch Cows 30 30 30 86
Herds 46 45 106 t • •
Ait Cattle 41 38 60 • • •
Work Oxen and Steers 30 10 124 15
Sweepstakes 133 88 55 56
Thoroughbred Horses 160 30 293 123
All Work * 76 51 226 194
Roadster 76 52 276 115
Draft " • • • • • 61 229 112
.
Matched, Light Harness, Saddle 70 89 272 191
Sweepstakes 105 85 215 185
Speed (by the Society) • * • • • • 80 56
xlquestrlanship • • • • • • e • • * •
Jacks and Mules 159 86 180 265
Sheep 241 173 376 218
Swine 182 42 215 118
Poultry
Agricultural Implements
13 6 19.50 • • •
6 6 26 • • •
Mechanic Arts 40 • • • 105 S
Farm Products 46 24 704 246
Horticultural and Floral 165 127 560 115
Textile Fabrics 65 53 471 204
Natural History 93 • • • 150 40
Plowing Matches 36 * • • 90 30
4.
Honey
Total
• • • ... 82 • • •
1* ,187 #1,280 $5,895.60 £2,661
10
Table 2. A summary of premiums offered and awarded at state
<
fairs.
i
: Premiums, 1863-1874 iPereent
Article* t Offered Awarded :Awarded
Shorthorn Cattle 9 3,058.00 | 2,883.00 94
Jerseys 1,003.00 759.30 75
Rolstelns 266 .00 • • • • •
Here fords 491.00 160.00 32
Devona 1,861.60 306 .50 16
Ayrshire* 1,774.50 218.00 12
Grades and Crosses 1,444.00 981.00 68
Milch Cows 320.00 150.00 47
Herds 1,000.00 696.00 69
Fat Cattle 312.00 199.00 63
Work Oxen and bteers 384.00 46.00 11
Sweepstakes-Cattle 648.00 603.00 93
Thoroughbred Horses 3,110.60 1,742.00 56
• All Work Horses 3,267.60 2,868.50 87
Roadsters 1,811.00 1,296.00 71
Draft Horses 2 ,023 .00 1,402 .00 69
Hatched, Light Harness, Saddle 1,618.00 1,218.00 76
Sweepstakes, etc. 1,270.00 1,050.00 82
Spaed 6,603.00 6,544.00 99
Kquestrlanahip 124.00 124.00 100
Jacks and Mules 1,714.00 1,241.00 72
Sheep 2,631.00 1,914.00 76
Swine 4,024.00 3,142.00 78
Poultry 688.60 431.00 62
Agricultural Implements 346.00 190.00 66
Mechanic Arts 1,946.00 933.00 48
Harm Products 5,696.60 3,740.60 66
Horticultural, Floral & Pomologies! 6,371.60 3,646.50 66
Pine Arts 527.50 465.00 88
Textile Fabric
8
3,367.50 1,932.00 87
Natural History 953.00 365 .00 37
Plowing Matches 700.00 210.00 30
Honey 232 .00 120.00 51
Essays 360.00 100.00 28
-
Boys and Girls
Total offered and awarded, ai
146.50 109.50 74
Id
average percent 461,961.00 141,663.00 6T
11
CHAPTKR II
ESTABLISHMENT OF AM OFFICIAL STATS FAIR
A change was discernible in the policy of the State Board of
Agriculture shortly after the turn of the century. On January 10,
1902, the Board adopted a resolution which recommended that the
next session of the legislature vote favorably on a state fair
proposition. The Board pledged its support to a state fair and
suggested that the Central Kansas Fair should be recognized a*
the state fair for 1902. In January, 1903, the Board of Agri-
culture again voiced its support of an official state fair by
adopting another resolution which stated:
By the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, in Its thir-
ty-second annual session, that while It has heretofore been
and is now the policy of this Board not to court duties and
burdens incident to the promoting and holding of state
fairs, we nevertheless recognize the great benefits result-
ant from such exhibitions, and we do therefore urge and
recommend to the legislature now sitting that a wise law
be enacted creating a state fair commensurate with the mag-
nificent productive resources of our state, and that ade-
quate provision be made for its promotion and maintenance. 2
The attention of the legislature was directed to the state
fair issue by other sources. Citizens of Hutchinson believed
that Kansas should have a state fair and that it should be located
at Hutchinson for these reasons: its superior railroad facili-
ties, a dual telephone and telegraph service, adequate hotel ac-
commodations, and the olose proximity of the fairgrounds to the
city. Hutchinson business men contributed money to a state fair
1 K.S.B.A., Biennial Keport . 18:834, 1902.
2 K.S.B.A., Biennial He port
. 19:739, 1904.
12
fund in an effort to put the Central Kansas Fair Association
out of existence and to replace it with a state fair. The re-
putation of the Central Kansas Mir was indicated by Its receipt
of contributions from the American Shorthorn Breeders' Associa-
tion to the premium funds for 1902 and 1903, and in 1902 the na-
tional associations for the Hereford, Angus, and Calloway cattle
breeds contributed to the same fund.3
Representative U. 3. Griffin, of Jefferson county, intro-
duced a fair bill in the House of Representatives on January 21,
1903, but this measure provided no location for the fair.4 The
Hutchinson interests were hopeful despite the long senatorial
contest which had nearly eclipsed all other legislative proceed-
ings that year. On January 28, another bill was introduced in
the legislature. It was the most complete fair bill that had
been proposed, but it provided that the state fair should be a
separate institution, not under the control of the State Board
of Agriculture.
Topelca supporters were making an earnest fight for the fair,
but a bill which was favored by Topeka was killed by the House
'.".'ays and Means Committee, and a short time later the Hutchinson-
supported bill was defeated. The failure of these proposals was
explained by the argument that the State could not afford to cre-
ate any new institutions; however, a new Topeka bill was brought
3 Hutchinson News, January 28, 1903, p. 6.
* Ibid ., January 22, 1903, p. 6.
5 Ibid ., January 29, 1903, p. 6.
13
up for consideration.
Late In February, 1903, a state fair bill was approved by
the Senate. This bill provided that a board of directors, com-
posed of seven members, should conduct the fair. These members
were to be chosen in the following manner: two by the Kansas
State Board of agriculture, one by the Improved Stockbreeders 1
Association, one by the dairymen, one by the horticulturists,
one by the Poultry Association, and one by a miners 1 union. The
location of the fair was to be determined by this board, and an
annual appropriation of #10,000 was to be provided for the main-
tenance of the fair. 6
The State Dairy Association, which was assembled at Manhat-
tan, Kansas, early In March, adopted a resolution which declared
that organization to be heartily in favor of such a state fair
plan. However, this bill, which had been approved by the Senate,
was given unfavorable consideration by the House ways and Means
Committee. This produced critical comments from supporters of
the bill because the action of the committee was considered to
have been a direct rebuff to the various state organisations
which represented the farmers and stockmen of Kansas.
Hutchinson supporters, realizing that there was no chance of
getting a state fair appropriation, decided to concentrate their
efforts on a plan to have the Hutchinson fair legally recognized
as the state fair. This plan was successful In that an act of
the legislature, passed on March 11, 1903, provided that the
6 Ibid ., February 27, 1903, p. 5.
14
premiums of the Hutchinson fair should have the same standing as
those of other state fairs. 7 The Hutchinson group believed that
this provision had done all that was necessary to give the Cen-
tral Kansas Fair the right to be known as the Kansas state fair,
and the Topeka group admitted that Hutchinson had "stolen a march"
on them by securing the passage of this bill. As J. U. Brown,
author of the bill, said:
This little statute, although Insignificant looking,
is worth more to Hutchinson and Reno county than two Re-
formatories. It makes our fair the only fair in Kansas.
It puts us on an equal standing with Illinois, Iowa, In-
diana, and other states, and means, if the fair has the
unanimous backing of the community, that in two years from
now we will be recognized more fully by the state and be-
come an established state institution, supported and as-
sisted by the state, like any other Institution.
8
The legislation which gave recognition to the premiums of
the Hutchinson fair did not settle the problem permanently. Con-
trary to the hopes of the Hutchinson supporters, the succeeding
legislatures did not take action to recognize their fair as a
state institution. Annual meetings of the State Board of agri-
culture continued to produce resolutions which favored the es-
tablishment of an official state fair. A controversy over the
state fair occurred during each legislative year. Offers were
made by the representatives of several cities by which those cit-
ies were to give their fairgrounds to the State in exchange for
appropriations equal to the value of the fairgrounds.
iiarly in January, 1909, A. L. Sponsler, secretary of the
7 Kansas Session Laws , 1903 , Chapter 239.
Q
Hutchinson Hews , March 12, 1903, p. 5.
IS
Central Kansas Fair Association, sent letters of Inquiry to nu-
merous livestock exhibitors and asked for their opinions con-
cerning the establishment of a state fair at Hutchinson. Among
the replies to his Inquiry was a letter from H. L. Brooks, a
breeder of Poland China hogs at lamed, Kansas, who said;
Dear Sin
Received your letter requesting me to write and
give a few reasons why the State Fair should be held
at Hutchinson. I think the State Fair should be held
at Hutohinson for the following reasons
>
1. Because it is near the center of the State
2. To help settle Western Kansas
3. To Induce people to buy land In Western Kansas
4. For the accommodations of the town and railroads
B. The success of last year's fair
Hope this will be satisfactory to you, 1 am
Very truly yours,
H. L. Brooks 9
Sponsler also received letters from exhibitors in Oklahoma,
Missouri, Nebraska, and Iowa in which the writers expressed their
support for a state fair at Hutchinson.
In addition to the letters which favored the Hutchinson lo-
cation, Sponsler and H. S. Thompson, president of the Central
Kansas Fair Association, declared that Hutchinson was only thir-
ty-four miles from the geographic center of Kansas and that
thirty-four counties were within a radius of seventy-five miles
of that city. This area Included approximately one-third of the
State's population and produced about fifty per cent of all the
p. 20.
9 H. 8. Thompson and A. L. Sponsler, Letters from Kxhlbltors.
le
field products of Kansas. These supporters claimed that this
area provided the following: 6&i percent of all the wheat, 43.4
percent of all corn, 46.3 percent of all the alfalfa, 40 percent
of the horses, 41 percent of all the rules, 35 percent of all
the milk cows, 44.3 percent of all other cattle, 50 percent of
all the butter (outside of the Topeka Creamery), 39 percent of
all animals slaughtered and sold for consumption, 38 percent of
all poultry, 38 percent of all the railway mileage, and paid 38.2
percent of the taxes, in addition, there were twenty-three coun-
ties to the west of Hutchinson which were growing in population
and wealth and which would be beat served by a state fair at
Hutchinson. 10
The directors of the Central Kansas Pair Association de-
cided to offer a site of 126 acres, located at Hutchinson, to
the State of Kansas if the State would locate and maintain a
state fair there. The State Retail Merchants ' Association, by
a resolution at a convention in January, 1909, declared that
Hutchinson was the ideal place for a state fair. 11
More than two-hundred letters were sent by farmers and stock-
men from all parts of the state to H. A. Heath, of a state fair
promotion committee at Topeka. One letter expressed favor for
Lawrence or Manhattan aa the site of a state fair because, since
large schools were located there, the buildings of a state fair
eould also be used for purposes other than those during the week
10 Ibid
., p. 3.
11 Hutchinson Sews
, January 21, 1909, p. 1.
17
of a fair. Other letters declared that the capital city was the
only proper location for a state fair. 12 Heath emphasized the
value of a state fair to Topeka by declaring that a fair was
worth more to the merchants and property owners of the city and
would attract more manufacturing industries to the city than any
other institution. 13
Many interested parties believed that this legislative year
would be a good opportunity to get an appropriation for a state
fair, although it was thought best not to specify its location.
The State Board of Agriculture adopted a resolution on January IB,
1909, recommending an appropriation of #100,000 for the purpose
of establishing a state fair. 1* "Kansas must have a state fair,
and now is the time," was the comment of many who supported the
movement for a fair, kiany of the other agricultural states were
successfully maintaining state fairs, and it was unfavorable for
Kansas to be without one. Farmers and stockmen, who paid a con-
siderable amount of taxes, wanted a fair and expressed the warn-
ing that there would be an upheaval of those who were responsi-
ble for the failure to create one. It was declared that county
fairs were beneficial to the counties and that a state fair would
be beneficial to Kansas. From Uldorado, Kansas, came the comment
that the location of the fair could be postponed but that a fair
12 Topeka Dally Capital
, January 16, 1909, p. 1.
13 Ibid ., February 7, 1909, p. 7
14 K.S.B.A., Biennial Report , 22s779, 1910.
18
should be decided on at once. 16
Two bills were introduced in the legislature on January 22,
1909, for the establishment of a state fair. One was introduced
by Senator Avery, of Shawnee, to provide for a state fair, the
location of which was to be fixed by a joint session of the House
and the Senate and to be managed by a commission appointed by the
Oovernor. This bill, known as the Topeka-ftlehlta bill, provided
for an appropriation of #180,000 for the following two years.
The other bill, the Hutohlnson bill, which was Introduced by Sen-
ator Emerson Carey, of Reno county, provided for a donation of
126 acres of land near Hutchinson, and the buildings located there,
to the State, and a state fair was to be located at this site.
The bill asked for an appropriation of *50,000 for the first year
and »40,000 for the second year. Management of the fair was to
be placed in the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 16
Public hearings relative to the state fair bills were held
by the legislature. Iduoh of the opposition to the bills came
from those who believed that the State could not afford a fair.
However, supporters of a fair stated that the value of Kansas
farm products in 1908 was $275,000,000 and that the value of
Kansas livestock the seme year was $200,000,000. These figures
were quoted as evidence that the State could afford a state fair.
Kansas had a wide variety of products which were of sufficient
15 Topeka Dally Capital , February 22, 1909, p. 1.
16 Hutchinson Mews. January 21, 1909, p. 1.
10
value to bo displayed, and this would be • great advertisement
for the State.!7
It became apparent that the passage of a state fair bill
was unlikely, and the representatives of the three counties con-
cerned, being apprehensive of the situation, preferred to leave
the situation stand. The opinion was expressed In Hlehlta that
the legislature was Justified in side-stepping the Issue since
the parties eonoerned, Hutchinson, Topeka, and Wichita, had shown
no inclination toward a compromise. Supporters of niohita de-
cided that If the legislature selected the best city for the site
of a fair, as other states had done, Wichita would be the win-
ner. 18 However, the state fair bills were killed early in March,
1909, when the House adjourned without completing Its considera-
tion of the bills.
The legislative year of 1911 began with a great deal of at-
tention centering around the establishment of a state fair. The
Kansas Improved Stock Breeders' Association approved a motion
which recommended that state fairs should be located at both To-
peka and Hutchinson. 19 On January 87, 1911, a bill was intro-
duced In the Senate by Senator IS. Carey, of Keno county, which
provided for an official state fair at Hutchinson with an appro-
priation of #80,000 a year for two years for the conduct of the
fair and for improvements on the Hutchinson fairgrounds. Reno
17 Topeka Dally Capital
, February 22, 1909, p. 1.
18 Uchlta Saglo , March 9, 1909, p. 4.
16 Topeka Pally Capital
, January 12, 1911, p. 1.
20
county was to purchase the property of the Central Kansas flair
Association, and this property vas to be deeded over to the
State .20
J. M. Davis, of Bourbon county. Introduced a bill in the
House on January 30, 1911, to create a state fair board, but no
provision was made for a fair. This measure provided for an ap-
propriation of $25,000 for a revolving fund which was to be di-
vided annually among twenty-five outstanding fairs in Kansas. It
was anticipated that the larger fairs would compete against each
other, and whichever fair was successful in drawing the best ex-
hibitions would ultimately be selected as the state fair.21 The
situation looked favorable to Hutchinson interests when the Sen-
ate Ways and Means Committee reported the Hutchinson State Fair
Bill for passage. Meanwhile, supporters of a Topeka fair adver-
tised the superior advantages of the Topeks location. An adver-
tisement in a Topeka newspaper Indicated that the valuation of
the site offered by Topeka was considerably more than that of-
fered by Hutchinson. Another advertisement Included the comments
of exhibitors who favored a fair at Topeka. Among these was a
statement by A. A. Hoverson, of Moray, Kansas, an exhibitor of
Shorthorns at the Topeka fair the preceding year. He said: "I
have been treated better here than at any other fair in the
State, and the excellent premiums have been another means of
making me go to the side of Topeka in the state fair location
20 Hutchinson Sews, February 2, 1611, p. 1.
21 Topeka Dally Capital , January 51, 1911, p. 1.
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fight."22 Many comment* expressed satisfaction with the previous
success, fair treatment, and the good accommodations at the fairs
of Topelea.
The Tope lea fair bill, which had been Introduced In the legis-
lature, provided that the fairgrounds located at Topeka, evalu-
ated at $160,000, should be given to the State with a request for
an appropriation of #25,000. A third bill, the Wichita bill, of-
fered a cash sum of $100,000 In return for the establishment of
the state fair at Wichita.
The three fair bills were sent by the House mays and Means
Committee back to the House for consideration. Interested ob-
servers predicted that none would pass, although It seemed that
such a failure would be illogical for this great State. On Feb-
ruary 10, 1911, the Senate passed a fair bill whioh provided for
an appropriation of *100, 000 and located a fair permanently at
Hutchinson, by a vote of 27 to 9. However, the progress of the
Hutchinson bill was disturbed when the Mercer resolution was a-
dopted 69 to 49. This resolution provided that the question of
a state fair would be submitted to the people in the next general
election, and It settled the question of a state fair for the
1911 legislative session.2*
Meanwhile, the Wichita and Southwestern Pair Association at
viohlta abandoned Its fairgrounds. It was thought that the state
fair would be located at Wichita eventually, and no efforts were
22 Ibid ., February 6, 1911, p. 80.
23 Topeka State Journal , February 14, 1911, p. 1.
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nad* to locate other grounds at that time. Representatives from
Hutchinson visited Wichita and suggested that Wichita should
withdraw from the contest for the fair, but this suggestion was
disregarded by the Wichita group. Both groups agreed to wage a
fair campaign through their respective lobbies at Topeka. 2*
Following the approval by the Senate of the Hutchinson bill,
Dave Leahy, private secretary to Governor W. K. Stubbs, charged
there was "political crookedness" in the Senate. Sources In To-
peka suggested that there was evidence of a "pork barrel" which
was resulting in the trading of support for normal schools, state
fairs, experiment stations, and other Institutions. The Wichita
interests charged that they had been promised an Insane asylum
for supporting an appropriation of #100, OCX) for a state fair at
Hutchinson. Leahy was called before the Senate to explain his
charges, and when he was questioned, he concluded that the fail-
ure of the Senate to pass party pledges constituted "political
crookedness.
"
25 This inquiry was dropped, and the hearing ended
substantially where it had begun. William Allen White was sub-
poenaed by the Senate to explain his editorial referring to cor-
ruption in the Senate, but this inquiry revealed no substantial
Information.26
To completely defeat the possibility of adopting a state fair
bill, the House voted 73 to 47 to strike out the enacting clauses
of the Hutchinson, Topeka, and Wichita fair bills. The Hutohln-
2* Wiohlta *aglo . February 12, 1911, p. 2.
2° ibid
., p. 1.
26 Hutchinson Nowb . February 16, 1911, p. 1.
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on supporters declared that a combination of representatives of
Wlohita, Topeka, and those who were opposed to any state fair
had consolidated to defeat the Hutchinson bill in the House Com-
mittee of the Whole.27
State fair supporters again concentrated their efforts as
the legislature of 1913 convened. Some charged that there were
indications of another "pork barrel" session. In the meantime,
the business association of Wlohita, having decided that Wichita
could do without a state fair, declared that it had decided to
drop entirely its agitation for a fair at Wichita.28
On January 29, 1913, Senator J. A. Troutman of Shawnee coun-
ty and Senator Carey of Reno county Introduced bills in the Sen-
ate. Senator Troutman' s bill offered the Topeka fairgrounds,
valued at ,260,000, and a cash donation of #20,000 for the bl-
ennium to the State in exchange for the establishment of a state
fair at Topeka. Senator Carey's bill offered the fairgrounds at
Hutchinson, valued at #173,000, and requested an appropriation
of #13,000 for the blennium. According to Senator Frank Nlghs-
wonger of Sedgwiek county, Wichita had withdrawn from the contest.
Senator Carey was quoted as having said: "I came here to the
legislature to get that state fair for Hutchinson," and there
were indications that he had strong support .29
27 Wichita Kagle
. February 15, 1911, p. 1.
28 Ibid .. January 24, 1913, p. 3.
29 topeka State Journal
.
January 29, 1913, p. 1.
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Members of the Senate found literature on their desks on
the morning of February 5, 1913. This literature, consisting of
folders or circulars prepared by J. W. Kelley, secretary of the
Topeka Commercial Club, and H. L. Cook, of the State Fair Asso-
ciation, advertised the advantages of the Topeka fairgrounds as
a location for the state fair. The supporters of both Topeka and
Hutchinson were "lined up" on the Issue as the Senate Committee
on State Affairs began to consider action on the fair bills. The
alternatives of this committee were to favor the Topeka or Hutch-
inson bills, to advise that the proposition be deeided by a pop-
ular vote, or to suggest that all cities be declared to be out
of the oonteat, precluding the recognition of any official state
fair. This committee of five was expected to favor the Hutch-
inson bill since two of its members were from districts near to
Hutchinson, and two others were from counties which were nearer
to Hutchinson than to Topeka .30
Chances of an appropriation for a state fair were hurt by a
proposed bill to appropriate $150 ,000 for a Kansas exhibition at
the Panama-Pacific Exposition In San Francisco, California, to be
held in 1915. However, the Senate Committee recommended the
Hutchinson State Fair Bill for paaaage. The Topeka bill waa
killed by this committee, but, by a vote of 13 to 11, Senator
Troutman succeeded In bringing this bill out as a special order
for future consideration. The Houae Ways and Means Committee
30 Ibid .. February 6, 1913, p. 1.
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recommended that both bills should have a fair chance and re-
ported both bills for consideration, automatically killing the
Hendricks bill which would have submitted the state fair ques-
tion to the voters in 1914.31
Eutchlnson won the first round when the Senate Committee of
the Whole, by a vote of 20 to 19, defeated a bill to leave the
question of the location of a fair up to a vote of the people.
Opponents of the Hutchinson bill charged that "pork barrel"
trades caused this victory, and on fwbruary 20, 1913, Hutohln-
son was virtually assured of the fair when the House passed the
Hutchinson bill, without appropriation, by a vote of 68 to 43
,
38
Again its opponents oharged that there was evidence of a "pork
barrel" when a motion to indefinitely postpone consideration of
the fair bills was defeated by a final vote of 64 to 57. This
motion had been unofficially approved 58 to 54, but a delayed of-
ficial roll call enabled Hutchinson supporters to affect a change
of votes.33
A quick approval of the Hutchinson bill was expected in the
Senate since a senate committee had previously recommended it for
passage; however, immediate action on the bill was halted when a
resolution to consider rejection of the state fair bills, one at
a time, was adopted by the Senate.3* Topeka supporters declared
31 Ibid .. BBbruary 18, 1913, p. 1.
32 House Journal Proceedings , 1913, p. 654.
33 Topeka Dally Capital . February 21, 1913, p. 1.
34 Ibid .. February 22, 1913, p. 4.
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that there was no evidence of any general demand or desire by
the people of the entire State for a state fair. Son* expressed
the opinion that the fair should be abandoned for the time being
as the State could not afford It, and to decide on one state fair
would ruin either the Topeka or the Hutchinson fair. Topeka
seemed to be the choice of the residents from the northern, east-
ern, and central parts of the State because of Its location and
superior railroad facilities. More than one-hundred fanners and
stock raisers signed a resolution at Smith Center stating that.
In their opinion and Judgment, Topeka was the proper place for
the permanent location of the state fair.36
H. t. Cook, secretary of the Topeka Exposition, stated that.
If the state fair was located at Hutchinson, poorer fairs would
be the result since the State would not have a representative
fair. He expressed his fear that the senators had not considered
the problem seriously. Since the Hutchinson bill did not provide
for any appropriation, the state fair would have a very poor
start, and It would also result In making the Topeka fair a lo-
cal proposition. Cook declared that he could not understand why
the legislature refused to consider the Topeka offer which In-
cluded facilities that would be a credit to any state fair.36
A Topeka newspaper. Indicating that several senators had
promised their votes for the support of Senator Carey's bill, de-
scribed Senator Carey as the best trader In the world beoause of
36 Topeka State Journal
.
Psbruary 22, 1913, p. 4.
36 Topeka Dally Capital
.
Stebruary 24, 1913, p. 1.
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hit amazing ability to get votes. This source declared the Sen-
ator's vote wast
One destitute, derelict, meaningless vote—one little
slice of the pork barrel packing—one trade—this magic
ballot was able to swing back and forth across the senate
chamber with a score and ten senators clinging to its
pendulum .37
On February 25, Senator Carey, rising to a question of per-
sonal privilege, called the attention of the Senate to slander
by the Topeka newspapers against himself, other senators, and
the people of Hutchinson. He denied the "pork barrel" charges
and read the roll of senators who had supported the Hutchinson
bill. He criticized the Topeka supporters for their methods used
in trying to, what he termed, "work the state in all direc-
tions."38 Senator Troutman of Shawnee county answered Senator
Carey and declared that he had knowledge of the "indications" of
a "pork barrel" deal.
The Bowman resolution to strike all fair bills from the
calendar was voted down without a roll call on February 27,
1913 .SB Senator K. Q. Logan of Beloit offered a substitute fair
bill which provided for a popular vote, but this propossl was
defeated by the Senate 25 to 15. The Hutchinson bill was then
approved by the Senate by a vote of 26 to 15,*° and Governor
George H. Hodges gave his assurance that the bill would be signed
without delay, a Hutchinson newspaper expressed the opinion that
•f Topeka State Journal , February 21, 1913, p. 1.
38 Hutchinson Mews , February 26, 1913, p. 1.
39 senate Journal Proceedings . 1913, p. 621.
40 See Hap II, p. 32.
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Topeka had had the real truth told to her regarding Topoka's de-
sire to "hog" everything and make the State pay for the fun and
amusement of it.* 1
Senator Carey was so happy over the Hutchinson victory that
he purchased all of the chewing gum possessed by the state-house
fruit stands and passed gum to all persons in the Senate chamber.
Be presented carnations to every senator and employee, and sent
bouquets to the press •** The victory caused much excitement in
the western part of the State, and the people of Hutchinson were
so excited that business was practically suspended in that city.
Despite the lack of an appropriation, the Hutchinson representa-
tives believed that the permanency and growth of their fair were
assured. Before, there had always existed the possibility that
successive unfavorable seasons might put sn end to a fair under
private ownership.**
However, some observers believed that the legislature had
made a regrettable decision. The Kansas Ifcrmer expressed the o-
pinion that the state fairgrounds did not contain sufficient fa-
cilities for the conduct of a state fair and that it would be
necessary for the succeeding legislatures to appropriate con-
siderable funds for the construction of adequate facilities.
This same source stated that Kansas should not have gone Into
the state fair business until it was prepared to spend a sum of
41 Hutchinson Hews , February 25, 1913, p. 1.
*2 Topska Dally Capital . February 28, 1913, p. 3.
43 Hutchinson Hews, February 28, 1913, p. 3.
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five -hundred thousand dollars, over a period of five years, to
equip and maintain the Institution.
The Kansas State Hair Bill, as passed by the legislature,
provided for a Board of State Pair Managers composed of five mem-
bers. Of these members, four were to be selected from the mem-
bers of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, and the other mem-
ber was to be the secretary of the State Horticultural Society,
in actual operation, the Board appointed an executive committee
which assumed active control and local direction of the State
Fair. This procedure was altered by a legislative enactment in
1926 whioh provided that the State Board of Agriculture was to
become the Board of State Pair Kanagers.** Since that date, the
Kansas State Board of Agriculture has constituted the Board of
State Pair Managers, and five members of this group were chosen
as the Executive Committee which supervised directly the conduct
of the Pair. These members elected for a period of one year a
president, a vice-president, a treasurer, and a secretary who was
not a member of the Board. The Executive Committee was responsi-
ble to the Board of State Pair Managers for expenditures and the
general operation of the State Pair.
During Pair week several members of the Board were given the
responsibility of supervising various departments, such as being
Superintendent of Admissions, Traffic, Orandstand Attractions,
Livestock Exhibits, etc. The maintenance of peace and order was
assured by the appointment, by the Board, of a Chief of State
** Kansas Session Laws, 1925, Chapter 262.
so
Pair Police, Gate-keepers, and Policemen as aworn-in-conservators
of the peaoe, whose duty It was to arrest anyone creutlng dis-
order or violating the rules of the State Pair or the laws of
Kansas. Both the Hutchinson Police Department and the Kansas
State Highway patrol cooperated with the State fair Police in
keeping order and trafflo problems under control. In addition,
the Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce provided for a committee which
coordinated its activities with those of the State Fair.46
45 Correspondence with Virgil C. Killer, secretary of the
Kansas State Fair, March 28, 1949.
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CHAPTER III
THE STATE PAIR, 1913-1929
In accordance with the act which provided for the annual
State Pair, the Kansas State Board of Agriculture eonvened at Its
offices In Topeka, May 14, 1913. Deeds and an abstract of title,
conveying the "tract of land and all Improvements thereon," were
presented to the group. The deeds had been properly recorded In
the office of the Register of Deeds of Reno eounty, and the ti-
tle had first been approved by the State Attorney General, John
S. Dawson. These documents were accepted by the Board and were
to be placed on file in the office of the Secretary of State. 1
The State Board of Agriculture then eleoted four members
from the members and officers of the Board. These four and the
secretary of the State Horticulture Society became the Board of
State Pair Managers which, in turn, elected its own officers.
A. E. Asher read a letter from the Hutchinson Commercial Club
and the Committee of Guarantors which presented a contract of
guaranty signed by a large number of citizens of Hutchinson and
Its vicinity. The contract guaranteed the Board against any los-
ses which might be incurred by the State Pair during 1913 and
1914 by placing a sum of #20,000 available for the use of the
Board.
The Board of State Pair Managers formally took over the
State Fairgrounds at Hutchinson on May 15, 1913. That group ap-
1 Board of State Pair Managers, Biennial Report . Ill, 1914.
Hereafter cited as B.S.P.M., Biennial Report .
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pointed an executive committee which assumed active local direc-
tion over the otuto flair, under the supervision of the Board of
State fair Managers. Certain officers and superintendents for
the Fair were appointed, and a prize list was adopted and pub-
lished. Under the authority of a law of 1913, the superintendent
of the Industrial he forma tory at Hutchinson was authorized by the
Board of Correction to detail such men as could be spared from
that institution to work on the fairgrounds. These Inmates did
a very satisfactory Job which was beneficial to the Fair and to
the workers.
Pour cattle barns were destroyed by fire on July 16, 1913,
but practically no loss was sustained since the Board had these
buildings Insured. Mew barns were constructed at a oost of
$4,746, and the insurance on the old barns amounted to #4,608.41.
J. L. Pelham succeeded Walter Wellhouse as secretary of the Hort-
iculture Society, and he appeared and participated in the meet-
ings of the Board on September 14, 1913.
The attendance at the Fair of 1913 was unfavorably affected
by rainy weather and muddy roads. Adjutant General C. I. Martin
did much to make the Boys' State Corn Contest a success by caus-
ing a camp of military correction to be organized under the pre-
scribed rules. This camp was under the command of F. L. Lemmon,
Captain, Co. E, Kansas National Guard. Boys representing various
counties were instructed in camp sanitation, camp equipment, and
many other points of a military character, aside from additional
time for observing the exhibits. Cordial support was received
from Kansas State College in the matter of exhibits and a Judging
36
force. The State Industrial Reformatory, the School for the
Blind, and other State institutions contributed exhibits for the
display.2
There was no change In the administration of the fair until
January, 1914. George £>. Ross resigned from the Board, and his
place was filled by 0. 0. Wolf. H. S. Thompson was elected as
president of the State Fair. The Fair of 1914 was more fortunate
in regard to weather conditions; however, the weather was not 1-
deal. a definite indication of that improvement over the Fair of
1913 was shown by an approximate increase of $10,000 in the admis-
sions for 1914.
State appropriations were first available to the Hair after
April 7, 1915.3 An amount of $80,000 was made available for a
revolving fund, $3,000 for a sewer system, and $3,000 for each
of the years 1916 and 1917. At a cost of $960, a connection for
a sanitary sewer system was completed and legally connected to
the general sewer system of the city of Hutchinson. The "oard
purchased materials, employed labor, and built a sewer, two-
thousand feet In length, for $£,098.63. Other expenses were in-
curred from painting buildings, planting trees, building concrete
walks, etc. Three coin turnstiles were purchased at a cost of
$434.60. The Board of ^tate Fair Managers expressed Its attitude
toward the policy of the Fair by stating: "It has been the aim
2 Ibid
., p. 3.
3 Kansas Session Laws, 1916, Chapter 9.
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and ambition of this board to make the State fair an educational
institution of real value to the people of Kansas ."4
A prize list similar to those of other state fairs was pub-
lished for 1915. Prizes and general expenses were figured on the
basis of probable receipts, which resulted In smaller prizes than
those at older state fairs. Yet the prizes did bring out an edu-
cational exhibition which, In its breadth and scope, was very
satisfactory to the public Exhibitors, numbering 2,616, exhibi-
ted 14,864 entries that year. Kaoh forenoon during Pair week
was devoted exclusively to educational features, and amusements
and attractions were In operation soon after midday. Nearly six-
ty percent of the dally attendance was on the grounds each day by
ten o'clock in the morning, consisting of farmers from the vicin-
ity of Hutchinson and of people from distant points. The majority
of the latter came by passenger trains which arrived at the
grounds shortly after nine o'clock. Attendance In 1915 by peo-
ple coming in automobiles exceeded all previous records, although
the railroads noticed little difference in their receipts as only
those nearby to Hutchinson could come by automobile.
In recognition of the effect of the Fair upon children's
later life, the Executive Committee raised the free admission to
Include those of ten years. Some 3,500 children of an approxi-
mate total attendance of 125,000, from nearly every county In the
B.S.P.H., Biennial Report . 2:2, 1916.
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State, attended this Pair. There were more Kansas livestock ex-
hibitors than ever before. It was the ardent hope of the Board
to build the Pair to a point where It would be truly representa-
tive of the great diversified Interests of the people of Kansas,
although It acknowledged that any fair was primarily an optimis-
tic proposition and Institution because its work and success de-
pended largely upon the weather during one week of the year. The
financial reports of the Pair showed the importance of good wea-
ther to a successful fair.8
Record crowds attended eaoh day of the 1917 Pair, and the
weather was nearly Ideal, h'any visitors attended the show "The
War of Nations" which was a portrayal of the current world oon-
fliot. A huge automobile show was exhibited in the old Agricul-
ture Hall. The existence of a "fast age" In whloh the people
were living was demonstrated by Clyde V. Cessna's new Improved
monoplane which outperformed his previous model. Cattle and
swine exhibits were larger than ever before, although the Horse
Show and the Poultry exhibit were not as large as usual. In the
Agriculture Hall there was a fine display of farm products, but
the dry growing season had caused a reduction In the number of
entries. 6
Previously, the legislature of 1918 had made appropriations
to the Kansas State Fair and the Kansas State Pair Association
at Topeka. Because of the rivalry which still existed between
5 See Appendix, p. 97.
6 Hutchinson Mews , September 17, 1917, p. 1.
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the two institutions, in the appropriating acts of 1917 the leg-
islature provided that the Topeka fair should never, thereafter,
make use of the word "state" in the conduct of its business. In
addition, these legislative enactments prohibited the existence
of any gambling or gambling deviee of any kind on the grounds of
either fair. No appropriation was to be made available if this
provision was violated by the fair which was concerned. 7
The State Fair of 1918 was again favored by fine weather,
but the crowds noticeably lacked the many young men who had gone
away to the war. A Government exhibit of army and navy equip-
ment was very impressive. There were fewer eattle in the live-
stock departments because of the high prices for feed. The ^tate
Agriculture exhibit contained a display of Kanred wheat, which
was a new grain, and the Sheep Department exhibition was the fin-
est ever assembled in Kansas. Only the handiwork of Kansas wo-
men was shown in the Textile Department, the result of a new rule
adopted by the Fair Management. Payments of oash prizes in the
Better Babies Contest were resumed this year. The police had
very little trouble in keeping order on the fairgrounds, and
there were very few arrests made during the week of the Hair. 8
During 1919 the Board undertook the task of constructing ad-
ditional buildings on the fairgrounds in spite of the extraor-
dinary conditions which were due to the soarcity of both labor
and materials and the extremely high price of both. No contrac-
7 Kansas Session Laws , 1917 , Chapter 5.
8 Hutchinson Mews , September 16, 1918, p. 1.
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tor would aake a bid for the construction within the amount
which had been appropriated for that purpoae . Consequently, the
Board began the task of building by purchasing material and em-
ploying labor directly, according to the plane and specification
of the State Architect. Bricks were obtained from the State Pen-
itentiary, and labor was performed by the inmates of the Indus-
trial Reformatory. During the summer of 1919 It was not possible
to obtain labor at any price 5 so, by a joint resolution of the
legislature. It was possible for Superintendent Herr of the Re-
formatory to furnish 1,426 days of labor, most of which was ap-
plied to the buildings. An addition one-hundred feet long was
completed on the grandstand, and additional swine and sheep build-
ings, including a judging pavilion, were ready for use in 1919.
One wing of the Mines, Clay Products, and Oood Roads Building was
constructed and used in 1919.
The cattle and horse barns were built during the summer of
1920, for which Superintendent Bigelow of the lieformatory fur-
nished 1,464 days of labor. This proved to be a tremendous help
as these buildings were constructed at an actual cost of (43,000
as of June 3, 1920, and the lowest bid for the same had been
165,507.00. Plans for a new footman's entranoe to the grounds
were furnished by State Architect Oamble. It was anticipated
that this construction could be accomplished at a coat of five
or six thousand dollars. However, every bit of old material
which was available, several kinds of bricks, and old lumber were
used for the job at a cost of approximately 41,530. The Reform-
atory again furnished the common labor. At that time the total
40
Taluatlon of the Institution, as inventoried by J. B. Talbot,
superintendent of the grounds, and A. L. Sponsler, was |S06,500. 9
In its reports the Board culled the Pair a "State Institution of
Practical Education" which served all people alike—young or old,
rich or poor. *11 pure -breeding business grew out of fairs, and
the improvement of livestock depended on the perpetuity of these
fairs. Supporters of the fairs claimed that these exhibitions
preceded agricultural colleges and that such colleges did not sup-
plant the work of the fair. The fair was a visual demonstration
of progress.
The Board of State Pair Managers acknowledged the cooperation
which it had received from various organizations in the conduct
of the fairs of 1619 and 1920. A display which occupied 5,000
square feet of floor space was exhibited by the Federal Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Another Government exhibit displayed tanks,
artillery, and other heavy munitions which were used during World
War I. In 1620 there was a display of field artillery and mili-
tary maneuvers. There were 1,320 exhibitors and 7,624 entries
at the State Pair in 1919, and for the next year there were 1,416
exhibitors and 8,010 entries. Approximately 125,000 people at-
tended during the Pair week of 1919, and nearly 160,000 were es-
timated to have attended the Pair in 1920. 10
The legislature appropriated $27,500 for the State Pair for
9
B.8.P.M., Biennial He port , 4i7, 1920.
10 Ibid ., p. 9.
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the biennium ending In 1922.H Improvements of the facilities
were continued, and a total of 2,979 days of labor were furnished
by the Reformatory. A new sheep barn was constructed at a cost
of $3,246.22. Chairs for the reserved-seat section in the grand-
stand were purchased for £1,034.91. Other expenditures were for
a fence and coin turnstile entrance, the painting of several
buildings, a light apparatus for the grandstand, and the instal-
lation of fire hydrants. The Boys' and Girls' Demonstration
Building, which had been destroyed by fire, was replaced, and an
addition was built to the Industrial Arts building. 12
The need for more permanent facilities was constantly
stressed, and the Board of State tfalr Managers recommended that
the legislature should increase the appropriations for 1924 and
1925 for such facilities. A lack of adequate facilities was con-
fusing and had the effect of disappointing the exhibitors at the
Pair. Since it was conducted economically, the Fair was the
least expensive method of disseminating information. Progress
could be seen, and if fairs were to discontinue, agricultural am-
bition and pride in and for the occupation would expire because
of the lack of an opportunity for comparison.
Due to the curtailment of attendance by bad weather in 1923,
the receipts of the ffcir were exceeded by expenses. However, the
Fair continued in the usual manner. A citizens' fund of #4,860
11 Kansas Session Laws , 1919 . Chapter 11.
12 B.S.F.K., Biennial Report , 5i5, 1922.
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was provided to pay every exhibitor and every Item of expense.
The Fair of 1924 was very successful because of excellent wea-
ther, and the exhibits were outstanding in every department. **
a result, there was sufficient money to liquidate the deficiency
fund of the preceding year. The Fair management was quite
pleased with the support which the Kansas press had given to the
Ffeir, and progressive farmers, breeders, and business men of the
State commended the satisfactory management of the Fair. 13
Prise money in all departments went to -angas people except
In the livestock departments where approximately sixty percent
went to Kansans. Kansas exhibitors won all of the prize money in
the Horse Department, but they did not fare as well In the Sheep
Department. In the Beef and Dairy Departments, the Kansas en-
tries were very successful. A style show, poultry Demonstration
i.orV, and Boys' and airIs" Club r-ork were features of the fair.
The Reformatory again furnished ample common labor during that
year. Many shrubs and flowers were planted, and these became a
feature attraction of the grounds.
The exhibits for the Fair of 1925 were up to standard and
quality, but rain cut the attendance. The Fair of 1926 was a
great success in every way, and good weather, good roads, and a
large attendance contributed to the success. There were 11,189
entries shown by 2,174 exhibitors. In the Better Babies Depart-
ment 230 exhibitors showed 26B entries. The total attendance
13 Ibid., 6:5, 1924.
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for 1926 was estimated at 210,000 persons. As evidence of the
value of the State i'alr as an educational Institution, the Board
declared that this attendance was equal to ten weeks of college
stud; for 3,600 students—a good return on an Investment.
For the first time, only registered animals were shown in
the livestock departments during the Pair of 1926. The fine types
shown were the result of careful breeding and feeding, and In-
dicated that animal husbandry was benefiting significantly by
the modern fair. The lair supplemented the agriculture colleges
by giving the whole public an opportunity to see and learn. How-
ever, the lack of adequate and proper facilities hampered the ex-
hibition. Many people were turned away from the grandstand per-
formances. It was the Board's suggestion that the lack of short-
ages could only be remedied through State action. The people
had demonstrated In favor of expansion of the Pair by their re-
markable attendance. Again the Pair Management acknowledged the
favorable publicity by the press. During the season, 408 Kansas
newspapers made favorable mention of the State Pair in their news
Items, and editorial columns amounted to 56,600 inches of space. 1*
During this blennlum the building for the Better Babies de-
partment was remodeled. The Pet Show was changed so as to add
a classification for dogs, although there was not enough room
for all entries. An exhibition of harvester-threshers and grain
separators was the greatest In the country, and these, with a
great display of road-making and other machinery exhibits, re-
14 Ibid .. 7:7, 1926.
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suited in the most magnificent and useful machinery exhibition
the State fair had ever produced. 15
On June 3, 1926, the barns for the Cattle Department were
destroyed by fire. The barns had been occupied by the First Bat-
talion of the First Kansas Field Artillery, Kansas Kational
Guard, but the origin of the fire was never determined. A meet-
ing of the executive Committee was held to consider ways and
means for rebuilding the facilities of the Beef and ^alry Depart-
ments. The Governor was consulted, as were members of the legis-
lature and the Hutchinson Chamber of commerce; and a solution
was found when George £. Gano, a faithful supporter cf the Fair,
provided the needed funds. Plans and specifications were sup-
plied by the State Architect, and a fire-proof cattle building
was ready for the 1926 Fair. By using common labor from the Re-
formatory, this fine building was constructed at an approximate
cost of |36,000, and the cost would have been nearly $64,600 if
this common labor had not been furnished. This oattle barn, 120
feet by 272 feet, built for 480 oattle, was probably the finest
such building to be found, although it was admitted that some
might have been larger. 16
An irrigation plant demonstration, built at a cost of approx-
imately #1,000, created a great amount of Interest and was one of
the outstanding features of the 1926 Stair. Cooperation from the
Farm Bureau, Kansas State College, and other State institutions
16 Ibid
., p. 8.
16 Lo«. oit.
helped make the Pair a success. 17
The report for the bienniua of 1927 and 1928 was the most
favorable to that time, and this Improvement was evidence that
the Fair was a growing institution. Since almost all people
learned 07 actually seeing, it was a great school for young and
old. In order to be successful, the Pair had to be educational;
and it had to provide good, clean entertainment for a public
which demanded both.
Beautificatlon of the grounds had progressed, and thirty
varieties of ornamental and useful trees, as many shrubs, a va-
riety of roses, and other flowering bushes and vines were plan-
ted. All of this was done in cooperation with the Izeak i&alton
clubs of the State and supplemented the work of the college at
Manhattan.
The Board expressed its awareness of the progress being made
in livestock breeding by stating:
Twenty-eight years ago when this fair was started by
private men and means, it was a common sight to see yellow-
backed cattle in our pastures, others with a stripe, from
head to tail, while others were still more elaborately
decorated by being brindled. Now the Improved type is to
be found everywhere . *.t that time hogs were sent to mar-
ket as yearlings and upward—now we show them at a weight
of 200 pounds and upward at the age of 180 days, live-
stock is being bred and fed now-a-days for particular mar-
kets. 10
There was a great exhibition this blennium of improved har-
vesting and threshing machinery, probably more than at any other
17 B.S.F.M., Biennial Heport , 7:8, 1926.
18 B.S.P.M., Biennial He port , 8:6, 1928.
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point In the country, facilities were still inadequate, and
the new cattle barn was only half large enough. It was neces-
sary to use tents to provide shelter for some of the livestock.
Aa provided for by law, the Board contracted with a corpor-
ation with a capital of *25,000 to build an automobile show
building, ttrlek was obtained from the state Penitentiary, and
labor was furnished by the Reformatory. Contracts were let for
the steel, cement, face brick, and other materials, and the
plans and specifications for the building were supplied by the
State Architect. Construction began in June, 1927, under the
management of B. t,. Prlzell, superintendent of the State Indus-
trial Reformatory, and the building was completed for the Air
of 1927. This splendid, permanent building was evidence of what
could be done by the use of Reformatory labor. In a similar man-
ner, a sum of $60,000 was spent for a fire-proof grandatand, and
again labor from the Reformatory was used. This new building,
with part of the old structure, was ready for use for the Fair
of 1928. 19
The exhibits in the Agriculture Building were very fine in
1927. A new feature of the County Project exhibit, as suggested
and managed by Dr. L. t. Call and assisted by Professor R. I.
Throckmorton, both of Kansas State College, attracted much at-
tention. The Boys' and Girls' Club exhibits and facilities for
making a study of the educational features of the Kir were aug-
mented by the use of the generous appropriation made by the leg-
1» Ibid ., p. 7.
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islature of the preceding year, a large building on the grounds
was properly transformed in a " uamp" and was provided with com-
fortable sleeping apartments, a kitchen and dining room, bath-
rooms, etc. These facilities were adequate for the purposes of
1927, but they were Insufficient for the needs of 1928.
The Horse, Swine, Poultry, Pet Stock, Domestic Science, and
the Domestic Arts Departments were all worthy of special mention,
as were the Floral and Horticultural Departments. In 1928 the
entire Hagenbeck-Kiallace Circus was employed for entertainment.
The attendance that year was the largest in the history of the
Fair. A fashion review, free acts, and a fireworks spectaele
were appreciated by the public. The total attendance for 1927
was 208,000 and for 1928, 280,000
.
20
The weather for the Fair week of 1929 was good except for
Thursday and Friday. Rain north of Hutchinson caused bad roads,
and the attendance was cut considerably for the last two days and
nights of the Fair. However, all attendance records through
Wednesday night were broken. For 1929 there were 2,510 exhibi-
tors and 11,451 entries. There was a notable increase in the
Boys* and Olrls* Club Work with 1,019 exhibitors and 3,010 en-
tries .21
Additions had been built to the swine barns for sn Increase
of forty pens, and a paddock was constructed with a capacity of
eighteen horses. An appropriation of |5,000 by the legislature
20 Ibid
., p. 9.
21 B.S.F.H., Biennial Heport
. 9:6, 1930.
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was used to purchase additional land, with understanding that
there would be more funds for that purpose in the future. Fol-
lowing this policy, Attorney General l a A. Smith brought con-
demnation proceedings, upon the request of the Board, to secure
eighty acres of land north of the fairgrounds. The judge of the
District Court of Reno county appointed an appraisement commit-
tee which reported the assessed value of the land to be $25, OCX).
This total, of which #20,000 was loaned to the Board by George K.
Oano, was paid into the court which issued a decree granting the
land to the State for state fair purposes. The owner of the
land, Alexander B. Crane of New York City, accepted the condi-
tions without demur.22
22 Ibid
., p. 13.
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CHAPTER IV
THa STATE PAIR, 1930-1940
The Kansas State Pair of 1930 exceeded all preceding fairs
In the matter of exhibits, hvery department was filled to Its
capacity, and In the Agriculture Department some of the county
displays had to be placed elsewhere. There was a total of 2,821
exhibitors and 12,813 entries. An outstanding feature of this
year was the Dairy exhibit which was authorized by a resolution
of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. A total of twenty-
three county exhibits, more than ever before, were on display.
Again there was the greatest display of power-harvesting machin-
ery ever displayed In the country, including tillage tools and
implements, corn-harvesting machinery, grain grinders, and others.
The Missouri Pacific Railway Company displayed an exhibit of
Mexican products which was very unique and educational, and a
Mexican band played music at Intervals throughout the week of
the Pair. 1
Conditions prior to the Pair of 1930 had been good, but ten
days before the opening the State Board of Health sent out an
alarming notice of the prevalence of Infantile paralysis through-
out the State. K. H. Coe, State 4-R Club Leader, notified the
various 4-R i/lubs and Vocational Agriculture teachers of the
State about the situation and advised them not to attend the
Fair. As a result, the attendance was considerably reduced.
1 B.S.P.M., Biennial Report
. 9:18, 1930.
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The Board was somewhat eritleal of this effect upon the *'air due
to the alarming notices sent out by the Board of Health since
the theatres and schools continued to function despite the cir-
cumstances. Other state fairs In Nebraska, South Dakota, and
Minnesota had been very successful, and the Board was certain
that the low attendance at their fair was due, not to hard times,
but to the notices of the State Board of Health. 2
In view of the depression's effect on future receipts, the
Fair Management planned an approximate reduction of #25,000 for
the expenses of 1931. These reductions were made possible by
trimming expenses and by reducing prize money. Receipts from
the Grandstand for 1931 were reduoed by $34,270. Rains, storms,
and the depression hurt the Fair despite the planned saving. All
fairs, large and small, in the United States and Canada suffered
losses in 1931, indicating that fairs were business institutions
which had to battle the prevailing depressed conditions. Yet no
preceding Pair wss more educational than the one in 1931. There
was a total of 3,251 exhibitors and 14,574 entries In the various
departments. Professor R. I. Throckmorton of Kansas State Col-
lege was in charge of the Agriculture Department. He said that
the State lfeir had one of the best agricultural exhibits in the
country and that: "Another very noticeable change is the in-
terest taken by visitors in studying the entries and in asking
questions concerning various crops and their adaptability to
2 Ibid
., p. 19.
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different region* or conditions."3
A Hay and Broom Corn Grading exhibit, prepared by the Hay,
Grain, and Feed Division of the Bureau of Standards, attraoted
the attention of many people. Another new feature was an exhib-
it which was prepared by the State Grain Inspection Department
and the Hutchinson Board of Trade. The 4-H Boys' and Girls' Club
ftork broke all former records In that department with 3,164 en-
tries from all sections of the State, indicating an interest
which was universal. There was need of more and better facili-
ties for the work of the clubs. The Home Demonstration exhibit
attracted considerable attention. In the grandstand there were
exhibits prepared by Kansas University, Kansas State College, the
State Parent-Teachers' Association, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,
the Kansas Child Aelfare League, and the State Dental Society,
all located on the second floor. On the first floor of the grand-
stand were the State Dairy exhibit, the Dairy Bar, the federal
Department of Agriculture exhibit, the State School for the Blind
exhibit, and other exhibits of dairy machinery and equipment. It
was necessary to use tents to house the overflow of certain ex-
hibits.4
Receipts were again lower for the Pair of 1932. The general
admission price to the grounds was reduced from fifty to thirty-
five cents in consideration of the hard times. In spite of the
3 B.S.P.M., Biennial Report , 10:6, 1932.
4 Ibid., d. 7.
., p
82
circumstances, the flair Management was confident that fair*
would emerge from this heotie period in due time and continue
their work for the good and growth of the states and communities.
All departments were well filled. There was a fine exhibition
of beef eattle and an extraordinary one of dairy cattle. There
was some evidence that the saddle horse was becoming more popu-
lar. An added feature of a Dairy Production Requirement exhibit
attracted widespread interest and inquiry. The Automobile ex-
hibit was somewhat depleted.
The Fair of 1933, from the standpoint of exhibits, attendance,
and financial results, was one of the most successful in compari-
son with preceding years. The public expected high-class enter-
tainment, and the fair Management endeavored to produce it. Ex-
penses of the Pair were again reduced, and the prize and purse
offerings were lower. The general admission was again reduced,
and for the first time automobiles were admitted to the fairgrounds
without charge; this proved to be very popular with the public.
On Thursday, which was always known as Governor's Day, Oover-
nor *. M. Landon was present at the fair and made an entertain-
ing and instructive address. Another pleasing feature was a vis-
it by the McPherson High School Band. The Agriculture Building
was filled with high-quality exhibits despite the unfavorable
growing season. These exhibits constituted a real educational
feature which inspired greater confidence and certainty in the
productiveness of Kansas. The Horticulture display was very fine
as were the twenty-one county exhibits and the five county pro-
jects. An exhibit pertaining to marketing was prepared by the
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Chicago Board of Trade, and the wool exhibit of the Midwest "ool
Marketing Association was one of the leading features. The lat-
ter showed the various kinds and qualities of wool and tended to
induce more farmers to keep useful and profitable flocks of
sheep—a phase of farm industry sometimes overlooked. 5
The exhibits of the 4-H Clubs and the encampment of those
groups, under the supervision of M. H. Ooe, were very successful
although facilities were inadequate. Slnoe a special legisla-
tive session was Inevitable, H. ! Avery of Wakefield was ap-
pointed by the Board of State Fair Managers to conduct a campaign
for a new 4-H Club building. It was decided to ask for $70,000
from the State and $30,000 from the Federal Emergency Administra-
tion of Public Works for the construction of the new building.
Through the efforts of Avery, Coe, and Club members, the project
was successful, and the new 4-H Club Building was completed for
the Mr of 1934.
The Dairy Exposition and the Dairy Bar deserved special men-
tion for the 1933 Fair. An excellent show of handiwork was dis-
played by the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and the United States
Department of Agriculture and the Kansas State Board of Agricul-
ture exhibits attracted continuous attention. It was obvious
that any person could get practical information at the Fair.
Harness racing, although somewhat lessened, was spirited and
thrilling, and the open-auto races attracted many entries and
spectators. The night entertainment was superb and contributed
B.S.P.M., Biennial Report , 11x6, 1934.
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to the good reputation of the Ffclr. As usual, the Concession De-
partment was a very satisfactory source of Income. E. Button,
Superintendent, had been In charge of that department for thirty
years. 6
The farm machinery exhibit of up-to-the-minute equipment
showed the greatest Increase of any department over the preceding
year. High prices for feed and low prices for livestock resulted
in a lower than usual number of entries of cattle and swine, al-
though there was a fair exhibit of sheep. The horse barns were
filled to capacity with stock, many of which had won at other
fairs. The quality of the cattle and swine was of the highest or-
der, and the Hereford Cattle display made by Robert H. Hazlett
went on to win the grand champion prises at Kansas City and Chi-
cago.
A fine educational fair was conducted despite lower prices,
and the people appreciated the first-class entertainment as was
evidence by their attendance. A new feature In 1933 was the
"Hall of Champions." All champion animals from both the dairy
and the beef breeds were singled out and presented to the publio
in one exhibit arena. 7
The Board declared that Kansans were believers In fairs be-
cause Kansas had more fairs than any other state. H. If. Avery,
secretary of the Pair, stated that:
The Kansas State Fair has nothing to sell but good-
6 Ibid ., p. 7.
7 Ibid ., p. 8.
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will. Its highest ambition is to merit support of the peo-
ple of Kansas because of its value as an educational in-
stitution promoting the agricultural and industrial inter-
ests of Kansas, and measuring in an accurate and visible
manner the annual progress of the State .8
a. L. Sponsler, who had served thirty-one years with the Pair, e-
leven years with the Central Kansas Pair Association and twenty
years as secretary of the State Fair, was responsible for much of
the history and success of the Fair.
The outstanding achievement of the blennium was the comple-
tion of the finest 4-H Club building in the United States. This
fire-proof structure, to house eight-hundred boys and girls, was
located near the center of the fairgrounds. It was difficult to
estimate the possibilities of this annual pilgrimage of the out-
standing youth of Kansas through the halls of the various depart-
ments of the Fair from year to year. As young Kansans they were
the most important product of the State. Bringing with youthful
enthusiasm the prize-winning achievement of a year's work from
every part of the State, they made a most valuable contribution
to the State Fair. From the many new things seen at the Fair,
they were able to take back to their homes and communities the
inspiration necessary to carry on their club work and ultimately
bring annual dividends of a better and more prosperous citizen-
ship for Kansas.
The Fair of 1034 surpassed all previous Kansas State Fairs
from the standpoint of attendance and net proceeds, despite the
most severe drought in the history of Kansas and all the sur-
8 Ibid
., p. 16.
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rounding states. The Pair was held In September just after the
climax of the drought. Yet the livestock, garden, orchard, and
field crops, and the spirit of the people caused Governor Landon
to remark: "The crops and stock on display at the Kansas State
Pair In a year like this are worth more In advertising value to
Kansas than the State Air has ever cost." 9
There was the largest exhibit of fine horses ever seen at the
fairgrounds. Displays of dairy cattle were unprecedented, and the
Poultry Department had an increase of one -hundred percent over
previous years. A large and varied exhibit of farm muchlnery ex-
ceeded anything ever seen in the central part of the United
States. The Automobile Show displayed practically every impor-
tant model and type of modern motor car. All other departments
were up to the normal standards. Four-hundred vocational students
from fifty Kansas schools attended class-room instruction at the
Fair. These students studied and compared the various kinds of
machinery which were exhibited. This instruction was conducted
under the supervision of professors from Kansas State College and
with the cooperation of special representatives of the various
factories whloh manufactured the machinery. 10
The night show, again a high-class feature of the entertain-
ment, was an Inducement which brought more visitors from greater
distances to the Fair. The purpose of the Board was to maintain
the Fair on a high moral plane that would merit the approval and
9 Ibid ., p. 16.
10 Loc. cit.
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command the respect of tbe citizens of Kansas. As an additional
feature, the Master farmers and Homemakera of Kansas, who to-
gether represented nearly every section of the State, were spe-
cial guests at the Fair.
The Board of State fair Managers became apprehensive of the
lack of appropriated funds for the maintenance of the Fair during
this blennium. The Fair was a product of the legislature, and
the Board and others who had helped build the Fair were only agen-
cies and Individuals who had been brought into the institution
after the legislature of 1913 had decided to definitely estab-
lish a State Fair. Appropriation for maintenance had been re-
duced, and there was none since 1935. The failure to maintain
the buildings and grounds of the Fair added to the ultimate ex-
pense which necessarily followed when the property of the State
became delapldated. The Board also requested more money for pre-
miums to be given to exhibitors. These premiums had been de-
creased by forty percent since 1929 while the expenses of the ex-
hibitors had recently been increased, and, consequently, the pay-
ments for labor and premiums by the Fair did not compare favor-
ably with payments by other fairs. During the Fair of 1934, em-
ployees on a Public Works Administration project received |1.10
per hour, while only a few blocks away employees of the state of
Kansas were receiving from 10 to 20 cents per hour. The outstand-
ing livestock breeders of the State, who had successfully com-
peted with those of other states, could not afford to show their
livestock when such low premiums were offered at the Kansas State
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Mr. 11
The management of the Fair, being outside of party, faction-
al, or local and commercial influence, was distributed geograph-
ically so that the entire State would always be represented by
the Board of State Fair Managers. The threat of a changing po-
litical organization had not hindered the progress of the Fair,
and the policy for the operation of the Pair had oontlnued es-
sentially the same since the date of Its establishment.
Since the main purpose of the State Fair was to promote and
to give recognition officially to the progress and outstanding
achievements that had contributed to the advancement of the State,
it was the policy of the Board to reject commercial methods of
promoting the Fair as such methods did not Justify the expendi-
ture of public funds. In addition, the chambers of commerce and
trade organizations accomplished everything possible in the mat-
ter of commercial demonstrations and sales campaigns. However,
the State Fair did things which were not expected or required of
others. It gave freely of Its space and much of its funds to
educational and charitable institutions such as these: 4-H Club
fcork, Vocational Training, Better Babies, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, Fish and Q-ame Department, Highway Department, farm or-
ganizations. Federal and State Departments of Agriculture, col-
lege extension work, and other federal and state agencies. An-
other service was the establishment of standards of perfection
and the trends in standards from year to year, which was a val-
11 B.S.F.H., Biennial Report . 11:18, 1934.
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uable service in almost every important statewide activity.
In spite of many such accomplishments, the opinion still
prevailed that the Pair was a promotion enterprise. Another im-
pression was that fairs, besides being commercial, had almost
every kind and character of entertainment and amusement. Being
a State institution, it was to some extent the property of every
citizen of Kansas and must of necessity have the confidence and
support of the public as well as the legislature which provided
appropriations for its support. There was some evidence that the
legislature and the public were considering and acting on the
needs of the Fair on representation or through a failure to un-
derstand the purpose of the Fair or to what extent it efficiently
filled that purpose. The management of the Fair desired that the
legislature should give the Fair the time, consideration, and
Judgment of men who knew not only the purpose of a state fair,
but also were to some extent familiar with the problems of its
successful operation. The Kansas State Fair had the foundation
and framework to carry out in an ideal way the purpose of a state
fair. 12
For the first time in history, the entire Fair week for 1935
was a period of perfect State Fair weather. The 4-H Club Build-
ing was dedicated on Tuesday by Governor Landon. The new irri-
gation plant, constructed during the year aocordlng to plans of
State Engineer Knapp, had a capacity of 10,000 gallons of water
per hour. The Agriculture and Domestic Science exhibits were
12 B.S.F.U., Biennial Report , 18x6, 1936.
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exceptional as dust storms and drought were severe this year, and
the growing conditions were not ideal. The total prize offer-
ings of the departments were five percent higher than in 1934.
On Saturday, the opening day, the attendance was four times
greater than that of the opening day in 1984. Four new, brick
eating houses were completed and in use by church organizations.
Between five-hundred and seven-hundred students and teachers
spent two days attending the Pair, during which they conducted
Judging contests on livestock:. Instructors from Kansas State
College gave assistance to a careful study of the farm equipment
exhibit. It was of importance for these vocational students to
get the latest and best information as to the approved types and
trends in animal breeding as well as the progress made by manu-
facturers of modern farm equipment. The majority of the farmers
and many of the oity people visited the farm machinery display,
and by the end of the Pair weelt many machinery companies had sold
their stock. 13
Since the Better Babies Department was begun, nearly seven-
thousand babies had been examined, and In 1936 there were four-
hundred and eighty-five entries in that department. The State
Pair and thousands of parents were Indebted to Dr. Louise Rich-
mond of Hutchinson and her staff of physicians who had given
continuous and splendid service to this department.
The Fair had become an Investment of $816,000, and there
were prospects for increasing that amount. A new 4-H livestock
15 Ibid
., p. 8.
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building was to be completed for the next year's fair. The Kan-
sas State Fair was one of the first fairs to start a 4-H Club
department. In 1921 and 1922, $3,687,000 were paid out of the
Fair's own funds for premiums in that department. An appropri-
ation for 4-H premiums was made by the legislature In 1923, and
In the period from 1923 to 1936, the legislature appropriated
|60,000 for premiums and expenses of the 4-H Club Work at the
State Pair. 1* There were ninety-three Kansas counties represen-
ted by 4-H members in 1936.
Farm Organizations Day, on Tuesday, became a new feature in
1936. Need of an educational building was definitely apparent
since many of the exhibition buildings were overcrowded. In the
Poultry Department there was s large increase in the number of
entries.
In 1935 Professor J. vs. Linn of Kansas State College had
presented a plan designed to Interest many dairy exhibitors at
the Kansas State Fair. This plan was designed to encourage the
smaller and younger breeders who had not become professional in
preparing and making exhibitions on fair circuits covering a ter-
ritory of several states. In both the beef and dairy breeds
there were outstanding herds that had made successful fair tours
and had ranked high against all competition. These veteran ex-
hibitors came back to the State Fair and took practically all of
the premium money. This discouraged the smaller breeder who
could not afford to compete, although he desired a rating on his
14 Kansas Session laws. 1921-1936.
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stock which would result in favorable publicity and an acquain-
tance with prospective customers and other exhibitors. The re-
sult was that the same group of breeders, and to some extent the
same cattle, were present at the Fair to the exclusion of the
new and younger breeders who could not contend. Professor Linn's
plan provided for a series of district shows In centers where a
community or district had given special consideration to a cer-
tain breed. In these shows the breeders were Invited to parti-
cipate In a local show at which time the animals giving the most
promise of show-ring qualities were selected from different
herds to make up a unit of ten animals to be shown in the differ-
ent elaases at the Stats Fair. The amount of prize money was
doubled and distributed over eight or twelve awards in each
elass. As a result, the cattle departments of 1936 were in-
creased by nearly 100 percent, and there were many new exhibi-
tors present for the first time. Additional credit for the suc-
cess of this plan was given to the American Shorthorn Breeders'
Association and the Hereford Breeders ' Association for the con-
tribution of funds to encourage these exhibits. There were twen-
ty district herds of cattle at the Fair in 1936.u
The sanitary sewer system at the fairgrounds proved to be
unsatisfactory as a larger outlet was needed to connect to the
Hutchinson city outlet. The Board requested an appropriation
for this Improvement in their budget request for 1936. Complaint
was made about the lack of financial support of the State Fair
15 B.S.P.M., Biennial Report
. 12:16, 1936.
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by Reno county. The Management declared that Reno county, one of
the largest and wealthiest in the State, was the only one with a
fair that did not contribute any money to the support or aid of
that fair. The State fair brought more than 100,000 desirable
visitors from outside of the county to fiutchinson, and these vis-
itors, asking no special privileges, paid for their accommoda-
tions. In addition, the State Fair spent from *25,000 to 140,000
each year for maintenance, construction, improvements, and oper-
ating costs in Reno county. In 1015 the legislature had provided
that in counties with over 50,000 population, where a state fair
or a state-wide fair was held, the county commissioners should
issue warrants for *1,600 payable to such fair. 16 These payments
were made for three years, but an amendment, submitted in 1923 by
a Topeka senator, struck from the law the provision for such a
payment, oince that year no money was received from Keno county,
although the 4-H Club people of Reno county were furnished with
the facilities of the fair without charge. Both Shawnee and
Sedgwick counties made contributions to their fairs.
In 1036 the State Fair had five times as many buildings and
floor space as It bad in 1913, almost twice as much land, many
of the streets and thoroughfares had been widened, new culverts
and sidewalks were constructed, and some of the water lines were
changed. Kany buildings had been repaired, repainted, and re-
roofed, and other types of maintenance and improvement were ac-
complished. The labor which had been supplied by the State In-
16 Kansas Session Laws , 1915, Chapter 177.
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dustrlal Reformatory was a tremendous factor In these accomplish-
ments, but for the first tine in twenty-three years, when the
help was most needed and without warning or explanation, this
source of common labor was closed. The Pair could not have been
so successful without this reformatory help, which was equivalent
to $100,000 of legislative money. A frequent argument for the
location of the Fair in 1913 was that this labor would be avail-
able and desirable for the inmates of the Reformatory. The Fair
Management did not feel that this labor had been competing with
workers because no money or funds were provided for such work. 17
The most successful Pair since 1929 was held in 1937, de-
spite a severe summer drought which curtailed the supply of pas-
ture, hay, and other forage crops; however, there was an excel-
lent small-grain crop which contributed to the excellence of the
annual exhibition. There was a decrease in the number of beef
and dairy cattle due to the scarcity of feed and grain crops
and the high price of choice feeds at that time. Yet there was
an over-all increase in the number of exhibitors of cattle which
reflected the popularity of the provision for a classification
of Kansas-bred cattle. The Cattle Department was definitely
overcrowded, and many exhibitors were disappointed because their
animals were housed separately.
A noteworthy achievement was the erection of the new 4-H
Club Livestock Building, which was begun on March 22, 1937, and
completed for the 1937 Pair. The Pair contributed approximately
17 B.S.P.M., Biennial Heport
. 12:22, 1936.
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$53,000 from its funds for the total coat of approximately
$70,000. During the year the Management arranged for Improve-
ments In the facilities of the Encampment Building and the 4-H
Club Jvxhlblt building. Kueh of this work was done within the
Pair's own workshop on the fairgrounds.
One change was made In the entertainment of the Fair by the
Inclusion of a rodeo which was very successful. The Hutchinson
Chamber of Commerce assisted In providing for the care of visit-
ing high school bands. A new mark for total attendance was set
with an estimated number of 270,000. There was an absence of any
but the most minor law Infractions due to the presence on the
grounds of a large detail of Hutchinson Police, the atate High-
way patrol, and peace officers from every section of the State,
who were present by the Invitation of the State Fair Police De-
partment. These visiting peace officers were assigned special
duties at particular points on the grounds to cheek and report
the presence of suspicious characters or those with known police
records. *8
The weather for the Pair week of September 17-25, 1938, was
nearly Ideal, although the first two days of cool weather limited
the attendance somewhat. The greatest array of farm machinery
ever assembled on the fairgrounds was on display and occupied a
great amount of space. Demonstrators of this equipment demon-
strated the actual operation of the machinery from normal plow-
ing and cultivating operations to the movement of earth on a
18 B.S.F.M., Biennial Report. 13:7, 1938.
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commercial scale.
The 4-H Club Department, as usual, was the center of in-
terest for many visitors. In February of 1938 the new livestock
building had been completed, a Works Projects Administration
project which had not cost one cent of State tax money. A new
cattle barn, as a federal project, was completed during the year,
and this improved conditions for the Cattle Department at the
1938 Pair. All livestock departments showed large increases, and
the Sheep Department increased by more than one-hundred percent.
Great Interest was shown by Fair visitors in the county, dis-
trict, and parish show herds of cattle. 19
In the women's division, the Clothing and Textiles Depart-
ment showed the greatest gain, due partly to the participation
by the State Fair in the National Crochet Contest. Winners in
ten crochet classifications at the Pair were eligible to compete
in the national contest at New York City. The Agriculture De-
partment was completely overcrowded, which prevented a proper ex-
hibition. This abundance of exhibits was due to a more normal
growing season and better moisture conditions. There was a def-
inite need for a new and larger agriculture building to remedy
the situation. Educational exhibits completely filled ell avail-
able space in the grandstand. All of the exhibition space on the
second floor was completely taken over for the first time.
Permanent aquarium tanks for the display of fish and pens
for Kansas wildlife were constructed during the year by the State
19 Ibid
., p. 18.
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Forestry, Pish, and Oame Department. Added attractions of a
rodeo, stage entertainment, and fireworks attracted many visi-
tors. Again the Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce assisted In en-
tertaining a large number of high echool bands as guests of both
the State Air and the Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber of Com-
merce was also host to banquets for the Master Farmers and Farm
Kwr.emakers and the visiting herdsmen.
The Fair Management requested additional maintenance appro-
priations for the Fair because the increased building program
had increased the coat of upkeep. Undue depreciation of the
buildings and equipment had occurred because of the lack of funds
for maintenance. Of other appropriations requested, the Board
asked for an appropriation of £3,500 for publicity purposes. In-
eluded In this request for funds was the following oondensed
statement of the valuation of the Kansas State Fair: 2
Condensed Statement of the Kansas State Fair, 1913-1838
Total of legislative appropriations 1860,000.00
191 acres of land « $500 $.96,500.00
buildings and equipment 778,500.00
Total plant valuation 876,000.00 876.000.00
Plant valuation over appropriation 14,501.00
Oeneral premiums paid 668,274.49
Additional premiums for 4-H Club Work 85,990.45
Total premiums paid 752,264.92
20 Ibid., p. 27.
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Additional funds were requested for the construction of new horse
barns as the old barns had passed the useful state. It was stated
that the demand for horses and mules justified better accommoda-
tions for that department.
There was a large increase in the number and quality of en-
tries in the Oattle and Horse Departments in 1939, and the dis-
plays in the Division of Agriculture were outstanding. Many de-
partments were again overcrowded. It was necessary to use tents
to shelter cattle and horses, and the Board noted that such a
practice was dangerous for the care of valuable animals. Facil-
ities were lacking for the field and garden crops. The 4-H En-
campment, which housed approximately eight-hundred boys and girls,
was adequate for the needs of 1934, but by 1939 these facilities
were inadequate and could not suffice for all of the club members
who had participated and were qualified to attend the Ffelr. The
divisions of vegetables, farm crops, horticulture, bees and honey,
and the County Collective and Project exhibits had outstanding
and attractive displays.21
A new idea was featured in the display of wheat. In addi-
tion to the regular method of Judging wheat samples on the basis
of external appearances and physical characteristics, the new dis-
play was based on the bread-baking qualities in a wheat quality
class which required the elimination of samples to a maximum of
twenty-five samples. These samples were given milling and bak-
ing tests at the Kansas State College mill and the regional ex-
21 B.S.P.M., Biennial heport , 14:6, 1940.
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peridental laboratory at Kanhattan. The results were determined
prior to feir week, and small lots of the samples were on dis-
play at the Pair. The purpose of the display was to demonstrate
to wheat growers that certain varieties of wheat did not produce
the quality demanded by commercial bakeries. Because of the suc-
cess of this feature, the Board of State Fair Managers voted u-
nanlmously to authorize the continuation of this work at the 1940
Fair.22
The entertainment for the Fair consisted of seven nights of
musical revue and interlude acts, two afternoons of auto racing,
two afternoons of harness and running races, three afternoons for
the rodeo, and the last afternoon was devoted to an auto thrill
program. There were splendid educational exhibits on both floors
of the grandstand building. Thirty-two high school bands were
entertained by the Fair and the Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce.
School officials and band directors were eager to bring their
bands to the Fair, and this trend affected the inclusion of mu-
sic in the programs of other schools. The farm machinery dis-
play was unusually attractive, and the aggregate was larger than
that of preceding years. There was more and more emphasis placed
upon the actual operation of the machinery.
The stage was set for the largest and best Kansas State Fair
in hiatory when an epidemic of infantile paralysis struck nearly
every section of the State in 1940. The Kansas State Board of
Health recommended that all schools be closed. Consequently, the
22
Ibid
., p. 7.
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4-H Club incampment was cancelled; yet there were two-hundred and
fifty-eight 1801*0 entries and only eight leas exhibitors In the
4-H Club department than the year before. The high school band
activity was affected since, of the fifty bands which had been
Invited, only five attended the lfcir. Although the total attend-
ance was reduced by approximately 25,000, the financial results
were not too discouraging. There was a large increase in the
livestock departments, and three large tents were used to house
the overflow of entries. The Fair Management criticized the ne-
cessity of renting tents because the rental costs were lost af-
ter the uaage of those articles. This rental money should have
been used for the construction of permanent facilities which
would have future value. In the request to the legislature for
appropriations, the Board stressed the necessity of funds for
the construction of a new cattle barn. 1*3
Hany out-of-state herds of cattle and other livestock en-
tries were in evidence due to an adjustment of fair dates which
had eliminated some of the competition among fairs during pre-
vious years. A successful Innovation in the Swine Department
was the Market Barrow Carcass Demonstration. Barrows from both
light and heavy welghta in six breeds and a separate class of
crossbreds and gradea were entered in the usual classifications,
Judged on foot, and awarded premiums. All blue ribbon winners
of fourteen classifications were taken to a Hutchinson packing
plant and slaughtered. Then the carcasses were displayed In a
23 Ibid., p. 20.
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refrigerated meat case in the grandstand building for the rest of
the fair week. These carcasses were Judged by an expert from the
National Livestock and l.eat Board of Chicago, and additional a-
wards were given. Owners of the animals received the top Kansas
City market price plus a bonus of fifty cents per one -hundred
pounds, iiuch credit for this feature was given to C. 0. filing,
superintendent of the Swine Department.
The fifth successive record for farm machinery exhibition
was established in 1940, and the emphasis was again placed on the
actual operation of the equipment. Opposite the grandstand, the
new concrete stage, with its basement dressing rooms, was in use.
This construction was accomplished as a federal project. The need
of more facilities in the Agriculture Department was apparent as
in the Horticulture division the entries were so numerous that
prize-winning apples were displayed on the floor beneath the dis-
play tables. The floriculture display was extraordinary, but It
was overcrowded. There wore 4,223 exhibitors and 15,983 entries
at the Salr of 1940
.
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24 Ibid., p. 24.
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CHAPTKR V
THE STATE PAIR, 1941-1948
The 1941 State Fair was the moat successful in the history
of Its existence. All previous records for the number of exhi-
bits and exhibitors, attendance, and total receipts were shat-
tered, iuccept for a rainstorm on Monday, the weather was ideal.
The outstanding feature of the Fair was the tremendous livestock
display. All permanent and temporary facilities were crowded
with the finest beef and dairy cattle, swine, and sheep ever as-
sembled in one group in Kansas, a new innovation in the Dairy
Cattle department was the "Court of Dairy tiueena" where twenty-
four of the most outstanding cows from six major dairy breeds
were shown together so that laymen might have an opportunity to
study the breed characteristics.
A sheep-shearing contest was the afternoon feature for five
days of the Fair. Four shearers competed each day, and the four
finalists competed for the championship on Friday afternoon.
This oontest was both educational and highly entertaining. Dr.
0. 0. Wolf and C. G. tiling, by use of a microphone, added to
this feature by pointing out the value and the uses of wool and
by explaining the art of shearing to the spectators. Uniform,
well-wooled market lambs were purchased at Wichita for this eon-
test, and these lambs were resold as shorn lambs. The wool was
sold through the Midwest wool Marketing Cooperative of Kansas
B.S.F.M., Biennial Report
. 15:6, 1942.
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City, and the proceeds went to the Flair. Fbur electric-powered
shearing machines were furnished for the contest by the Chicago
Flexible Shaft Company.
The Market Barrow Carcass Demonstration was held again, and
a Lamb Carcass Demonstration was established for the first timet
however, all breeds competed together. Lambs In two classes,
those under ninety pounds and those over ninety pounds, were
Judged on foot and then taken to a local packing house for slaugh-
ter. The carcasses were placed In a refrigerated display case in
the grandstand building and Judged according to their commercial
value as meat for human consumption.2
The farm equipment and machinery exhibition again outclassed
the shows of previous years. Manufacturers and distributors of
machinery valued the State Fair as a show and a sales loeation
because of its tremendous drawing power, nctual operation of the
equipment was again continued. The high school band program was
very successful, and a total of fifty-five organisations attended
from all parts of the State.
A society horse show, the first in many years, was attempted
on Sunday, September 14. Many of the mlddlewest's finest stables
were represented, and Interest centered around the three and five
gaited saddle classes. Business firms of Hutchinson and Dodge
City and a breeder from wichita supplied an array of trophies for
the show. The newly organized Kansas Saddle Horse Association
furnished a trophy for the Fine Harness Horse class and assisted
i Ibid
., p. 6.
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in the conduct of the show at no cost to the Pair. Tuesday was
Master Farmers' and Waster fl»rm Homemakers ' Day, and on Wednes-
day all livestock owners and herdsmen were given a banquet by the
Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce. Press Day was held on Friday,
and editors from all over the State were guests of the Fair Man-
agement. A state spelling contest was conducted, and fifty-four
counties were represented by the contestants.3
During the year a workshop and a storage building were con-
structed as federal projects, and both the grandstand and the
Automobile Building were reroofed. Several of the dining halls
on the Midway were given new roof coverings.
Despite adversities, the thirtieth annual Stats Pair was
quite successful. Cloudy, rainy, and cold weather made condi-
tions unfavorable throughout most of the week. The quality of
the livestock departments was outstanding. Recognized authori-
ties said that the beef cattle show was the best of anywhere In
the United States. Dairy cattle entries were reduced from those
of the preceding year because of the shortage of labor on the
dairy farms. The usual large display of farm equipment and ma-
chinery was missing, and many exhibitors displayed only token
exhibits. Six weeks before the opening of the Fair, the Board
of State Pair Managers authorized the leasing of the Automobile
Building to a building contractor for the manufacture of war ma-
terials. Consequently, many changes were made in providing for
additional exhibition space .*
3 Ibid
., p. B.
4 B.S.F.M., Biennial Report
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The Swine Department was the only department to show any In-
crease, and In that ease there was an Increase of from forty-one
to forty-five exhibitors, although there were one-hundred and
forty fewer animals than in 1941.
The outstanding classification in the Department of Domestic
Science and Home i^conomlcs was the "Governor's Cookie Jar." Gov-
ernor Payne hatner was presented with the first prize jar of
cookies during his visit on Governor's Day. There were five en-
tries in this classification despite the rationing of sugar. £m-
phasls was placed on the use of sugar substitutes in the baking
of cakes, oookies, and other delicacies. The Pair encouraged this
program by making available recipes and information on the use of
corn syrup, honey, and molasses to those who requested them. Sore
than one-hundred persons took advantage of this service, and many
won first's on their entries made from those recipes. 5
Activities of the 4-H Club Department were near to normal.
On the last day of Pair week, an auction was held of the baby
beeves, fat barrows, and fat lambs in the 4-H Livestock Build-
ing, and 39 calves, 83 hogs, and 4 lambs were sold for #6,165.
Booth space was given to the Business and Professional Wo-
men's Club for the purpose of selling war stamps and bonds, and
space was given to the United States Navy Department for recruit-
ing services, a salvage iron and rubber drive was conducted on
Scrap Day, Tuesday. Visitors were admitted to the Pair at one
of the automobile entrances by exchanging scrap metal for ad-
mission tickets— 100 pounds of metal for 1 adult ticket and 50
6 Ibid., p. 17.
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pounds of metal for 1 child' a ticket. More than thirty-two tone
of scrap metal were collected. The Horse Show consisted of three
performances, and 49 exhibitors entered 80 horses In 162 events.
The automobile and motorcycle racing programs were cancelled be-
cause of the ban on racing by the Office of Defense Transporta-
tion, affective July £1, 1942. These programs were replaced by
harness and running races and the "Circus Olympia," but this
source of revenue was reduced because of the change in entertain-
ment. Navy Day on Friday was climaxed with the formal induction
of all men who were recruited during Fair week; however, this
ceremony was halted by a rainstorm. Only twenty-two high school
bands attended the Pair in 1942, and only thirty counties were
represented in the state spelling contest because of the reluc-
tance of car owners to use their tires. 6
The State Fair of 1943 was considered successful in spite
of the unfavorable conditions, in august, 1943, a very serious
epidemic of infantile paralysis swept the State. In Hutchinson
alone there were more than forty eases and six deaths from the
disease. This epidemic, plus two days of bad weather, curtailed
the attendance and receipts of the Fair drastically. 7 The Swine
Department was the only department to show an increase of entries
although the Sheep Show was exceptionally good with seventeen
breeders showing one-hundred and three animals. This was an in-
6 Ibid
., p. 1».
7 See Appendix, p. 97.
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dlcatlon of the growing shoep industry in Kansas. Soma increase
was shown in the Agriculture exhibit, and there was an increase
in the exhibitors in the Domestic Science Department. The latter
was the result of the emphasis placed upon Victory Gardens dur-
ing the war. Because of the polio epidemic, the State 4-H Club
jincampment was cancelled; yet entries in this department were
sent or brought by the young people who then returned to their
homes. Some improvement was evidence in the farm machinery and
Industrial equipment as one manufacturer, through a district dis-
tributor, displayed a complete line of tractors and farm equip-
ment. Many of the well-known manufacturers were not represented.
The Fat Lamb and Fat Barrow Carcass Demonstrations were eon-
ducted', but the carcasses were displayed at a local packing house
since there was a shortage of a refrigerant gas. Mo horse show
was attempted as there was no material for temporary stalls and
because of the shortage of labor for construction. The high
school bands were absent because of the polio epidemic
la September of 1942, the Board of State Fair Managers made
an agreement to lease the 4-H Club Encampment Building, the 4-H
Livestock Building, and several smaller buildings to the United
States Navy for housing and training air cadets while the United
3tates Naval Air Station was being constructed south of Hutchin-
son. The Navy took over these buildings on October 2, 1942, and
occupied them until June 30, 1943, when the group was moved to
Its new location. As a result, the program of training for the
air cadets was advanced by six months, and the Navy officials
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expressed their appreciation for the use of these facilities.
8
The Fair contributed space for the display of several car-
loads of captured German and Japanese war equipment, and this dis-
play was combined with the sale of war bonds and stamps by the
local bond committee. Space was given to the recruiting services
of all of the branches of the Armed forces which requested such
space.
Ho building projects were accomplished this year because of
the shortages of building materials. Some material for mainten-
ance was available on the State' s priority.
ijtcept for rain on the last night, the weather for the Stat*
Fair of 1944 was ideal. New reoords were established for atten-
dance and gross reoelpts. The Agriculture Building was again
overcrowded. Many of the departments showed increases over the
results of 1943. This was an indication that the facilities
would be definitely Inadequate after the war. There was a spec-
tacular gain in the number of entries in the Swine Department,
partly due to the new breed of "Hereford" hogs which was listed
in the premium list. It was the first time for a full classifi-
cation of this breed which was prompted by the record associa-
tion's offer to hold its national show at the 1944 Kansas Stat*
Fair. The national association for this breed pledged $1,000
toward the payment of a total prise offering of #1,500. This show
waa highly successful and it attracted breeders from many states. 9
8 B.S.F.Jl., Biennial Keport , 16:8, 1944.
9 Ibid
., p. 16.
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There were encouraging signs at the Ifelr of a speedy return
of farm machinery manufacturing concerns to the exhibition field
after the war. Several firms, absent for two years, were back
with limited displays. A company which manufactured wind elec-
tric plants set up a complete display of its equipment. The
Hutchinson Naval Air Station Command was responsible for one of
the largest and finest educational exhibits ever placed on the
fairgrounds. Practically all of the first floor of the Automo-
bile Building was devoted to this display which included all of
the working parts of a giant four-engine Liberator Bomber. Para-
chute folding and rigging was demonstrated by Navy personnel, as
were the link trainer and the automatic pilot. Bombs, from the
five-hundred pound size to "block-busters" and side arms used by
the Navy were displayed. This exhibition was combined with the
WAVK recruiting program. A booth for the sale of war bonds was
located in the same building. The remainder of the Automobile
Building was used for displaying captured enemy equipment which
was furnished by the Army Seventh Service Command at Omaha. 10
High school bands, twenty in number and from within a short-
er radius of Hutchinson, visited the Pair again. Governor An-
drew Sehoeppel visited the Pair on Thursday and was presented
with the "Governor's Cookie Jar" by Mrs. Frank H. Swirles of
Hutchinson. The Old Mill Water Ride, the only amusement device
owned by the Pair Management, proved to be very popular as 42,790
persons passed through the channel during the week. The asslst-
10 Ibid
., p. 17.
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anoe of the Hutchinson Police Department, the Kansas Highway Pa-
trol, and the Hutchinson Auxiliary Police, composed of voluntary
business men, was required in handling the huge crowds during
Fair week. Entertainment features were superior to recent year*
despite the loss of talent to the armed services and the USO Camp
Show unit*.
The State Fairgrounds were rapidly becoming popular for pure-
bred livestock shows and aales. After the 1944 Fair, there were
eight such aales conducted on the fairgrounds before January of
the following year. Facilities of the Livestock Judging Pavilion
were completely remodeled after the 1944 Fair to lnolude new
equipment and such features aa showers and a sale* lunch room.
A sand-pumping project, which was begun before the Fair, produced
excellent sand from the bed of a lake west of the fairgrounds for
the purpose of surfacing the roada on the grounds.
Very little had been done by the State Fair to promote the
vital rural youth program represented by the Future Farmers of
America movement, which was under the direct supervision of the
State Vocational Education Department. Consequently, the Board
of State Fair Managers requested funds of the legislature for the
purpose of establishing an PFa classification and for the payment
of its premiums. 11'
At the Fair of 1945 another all-time record was established
in spite of poor weather. The exhibits were assembled on an
"overnight" notice without the aid of a premium-list booklet.
11
Ibid., p. 28.
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On June 1, 1945, the Director of the Offlee of Defense Transpor-
tation and Director of the War Committee on Conventions, Col. J.
Monroe Johnson, Issued an order directing that all state and re-
gional fairs and conventions which involved the use of lnter-olty
transportation were to be cancelled. 12 Prior to the publication
of this notice the powerful horse and dog racing interests had
sueoeeded in having the ban lifted from those types of racing, and
on June 2 several race horses were loaded into a "critical" box
car on the Sante Be switch track on the fairgrounds for a New York
destination at which a race meeting had been advertised. Numer-
ous protests were sent to Washington by fair officials, livestock
breeders, and others who were interested in the furtherance of
agricultural education. It was believed that the fairs were be-
ing singled out for discrimination since horse and dog racing did
not produce more food or more articles for the war effort. They
were not classed as morale builders because racing was one of the
largest contributing factors to absenteeism in war industries.
It was pointed out that fairs had and would continue to contrib-
ute to the war effort by encouraging better production methods
which, in turn, would increase the over-all food production. In
addition, the fairs had cooperated to a great extent in the war
bond sales campaign and had provided recruiting stations for al-
most every branch of the service.
After repeated efforts on the part of individuals and groups
interested in fairs to have the directive rescinded or modified.
12 B.S.P.M., Biennial Report . 17j6, 1946.
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the larger fair* began, one by one, to cancel their 1945 Pairs.
On July 11, 1946, the executive committee of the Board of State
Fair Managers authorized the announcement of the cancellation of
the Kansas State Fair for 1945. Preparation for the Fair had
continued until this final announcement. After the announcement
of the Japanese surrender, August 14, 1945, the Executive Com-
mittee met and voted unanimously to prooeed with plans for hold-
ing the Fair on the previously announced dates. Kith the lack of
a premium list, the cancellation of entertainment contracts, and
the termination of all committments on judges, superintendents,
and clerical help, the task of preparing for the Fair in thirty
days seemed impossible. Through the marvelous cooperation and
active assistance of individuals, officials of Kansas State Col-
lege, county agents, the College extension staff, newspapers,
radio stations, and many others, the task was accomplished and
resulted in a Fair which was equal to many pre-war fairs in many
respects. The end of the long war and the lifting of the travel
restrictions were Important factors for the success of the Fair.*3
The Dairy Cattle division was the only major department to
show an appreciable gain. There was a comparatively poor showing
of beef cattle because many exhibitors had discontinued feeding
and fitting their animals after the "no fair" order of June.
Therefore, there was not enough time for the cattle to be proper-
ly fitted. No 4-H Club Encampment was held because of the lack
of time for preparation of plans, but 1,451 club members brought
13 Ibid., p. 7.
or sent 2,539 entries for that department. Except for the social
life of the toicampment, many of the 4-H Club activities were car-
ried on as usual.
The department for the Work of the Blind was completely can-
celled as there was insufficient time for the blind to prepare
their entries. This department was the only one In which artic-
les were exhibited for prize money and were then sold to the
visitors at the Fair. The farm and Industrial machinery show
was exceptional, and an almost unbelievable amount of machinery
of all types was on display. Including the exhibits of several
specialty manufacturers. Many of these were exhibited by Kansas
manufacturers, which was an indication that Kansas could develop
Into a leading industrial state. The commercial exhibit space
of the grandstand was completely taken. Business men were aware
that their advertising dollar bought more at the State Fair than
by any other medium of advertising used. 14
The Concessions Department had a difficult time in getting
ready for the Fair, but after long hours of work a large percent-
age of the cancelled contracts were renewed. The high school
band program was conducted on a larger scale than during the war,
and twenty-eight bands attended the Fair. For the first time In
the history of the Fair, no horse racing was presented on the pro-
gram.
The Kansaa State Fair of 1946, the greatest ever held, broke
the all-time attendance record and set a new high mark for gross
14
Ibid
., p. 9.
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receipts
.
The Dairy Cattle Department had six-hundred and twenty-
two animals which were shown by one -hundred and seventy-three
exhibitors. Some of the finest herds in the United States were
represented in the livestook departments, and the Judges had to
work hard and late to complete their tasks. The Jersey breed
ranked flrat in numbers shown with one-hundred and thirty-one an-
imals and forty-four exhibitors, and the showing of one-hundred
and nine Ayrshlres was topped in that breed only by the great
Dairy Cattle Congress at Waterloo, Iowa. A need for more premium
money was stressed by the Pair Management because Kansas could
become a great dairy and beef cattle state because of its good
soil, climate, and ability to raise abundantly the proper feed
crops. The atate Fair was one of the principal reasons for the
remarkable growth of the beef and dairy industries during the pre-
ceding years.
The 4-H livestock exhibits exceeded all previous numbers,
and almost every other department showed a decided increase.
There was no poultry show because of the ban on the exhibition
of live poultry. This was due to the prevalence of the New Cas-
tle disease, and this ban affected all feathered fowl so no
pigeon show was held either. The dry growing season during the
summer and an acute grain shortage prevented more of an increase
in some of the livestock departments. A lack of barn accommoda-
tions affected the Horse and Hula Department. The corn and sorg-
hum shows in the Farm Crops division were outstanding, consider-
ing the drought which had affected nearly every section of the
Stste. The F.F.A. and Vocational Agriculture Department was in-
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oluded for the first time this year, and it made a very credit-
able showing. 15
Plans for the new horse and cattle barns, drawn by the State
Architect in the spring of 1946, with an application for authority
to start construction, were submitted to the state office of the
Civilian Production Administration, but this application was de-
nied, and another application for such authority was sent to the
same office after the Pair of 1946.
In the commercial exhibit section, farm and industrial ma-
chinery displays occupied a great amount of attention. Although
parking lots were oonverted into machinery lots, some exhibitors
were unable to obtain spaoe for their exhibits. Kleotrieal ap-
pliances were in evidence again this year and were grouped to-
gether in the grandstand as the "Household Furnishings show."
The Concessions Department established another record with an
Increase in receipts of approximately $20,000 over those of 1945.
The percentages from the carnival shows and rides and the re-
ceipts from the old Mill Water Ride were classified under conces-
sions. 16
An innovation In the exhibits was the splendid display pre-
pared by the Kansas Industrial Development Commission which was
devoted exclusively to the exhibition of Kansas manufactured pro-
ducts. Approximately forty manufacturers participated in this
display which was so successful that the Commission filed a for-
18 Ibid ., p. 20.
16 Ibid., p. 21.
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mal request for tha use of the entire ground floor of the exhi-
bition building for 1947.
Assisted by Ideal weather conditions, the State Fair of 1947
set records for total attendance and gross reoelpts. The attend-
ance was estimated at 350,000 people. A total of fifty-six high
school bands visited the Pair between Monday and Friday.
It was necessary to use tents again to shelter livestock in
both the open classifications and in the 4-R Club Department.
The second application to the Civilian Production Administration
for authority to build additional livestock barns had been denied,
and a third application was filed in January, 1947. This appli-
cation was approved in April, which was too late for the barns to
be completed for the Fair of that year.1?
Quality was the outstanding feature of the livestock depart-
ments whloh reflected the rapid advancement in the field of pure-
bred livestock. In the Dairy division there were exhibited 126
Ayrshires, 108 Jerseys, 100 Milking Shorthorns, 87 Holstelns, 79
Brown Swiss, and 60 Guernseys, and in the Beef division there
were 137 Hereford*, 52 Aberdeen Angus, and 48 Shorthorn shown.
The Swine Department had the largest increase with 466 as for 439
entered in 1946. The outstanding feature of the 1947 Pair was
probably the large lnorease In the number of 4-H Club exhibitors
and in the number of individual exhibits entered by them, facil-
ities for displaying these entries were inadequate, but remodel-
ing of the 4-H Exhibit Building in 1947 made it possible for the
17 B.S.F.H., Biennial Report , 18:5, 1948.
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officials to handle the situation. An Encampment was held again,
and a governing body was organized with officials who, with the
advice of the Club leaders, established rules and regulations for
the conduct of the encampment.
A distinct innovation was created with an independent Mid-
way, consisting of rides, shows, and concessions, which replaced
the usual railroad carnivals that had appeared for many years.
An organized carnival had signed a contract in December, 1946, to
appear at the 1947 ''air; however, this company reneged on its con-
tract, and the Fair Management found it necessary to contact in-
dependent ride, show, and concession operators for the fair. The
result was a Midway for which the Management needed to make no
apologies. This repudiation of the contract by the carnival com-
pany proved to be a favorable action because of the elimination
of the gambling concession games. It had been virtually impos-
sible to enforce the strict no-gambling clause in every carnival
contract. Through the action of the Board of Appeals of the In-
ternational Association of fairs and expositions, of which the
Kansas state Fair was a member, damages were paid by the above-
mentioned carnival company for its violation of the contract
with the state fair. 18
The Automobile Building waa remodeled during 1947 and was
renamed the "industrial building" for the exhibition of manufac-
tured products of Kansas, approximately fifty manufacturers dis-
played pieces of merchandise and equipment. The Agriculture Pro-
18 Ibid
., p. 7.
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duct exhibits of small grains, fruits, corn, vegetables, sorg-
hums, and hay were extremely attractive, and the County Collec-
tive and County Project Booth displays were outstanding. In the
Agriculture Building there were many samples of wheat on display.
This was made possible through the efforts of the St9te 4-H "heat
Festival Committee. County wheat festivals were required by the
Committee to enter their prise-winning bushel samples in the Stste
Pair open competition classes. In the departments of Clothing and
Textiles, Domestic Science, Pine Arts, and Floriculture, the num-
bers of exhibitors and entries were increased over those of 1946.
The Floriculture Department had been moved from the Agriculture
Building to the lower floor of the grandstand building. It was
apparent from these exhibits that Kansas women were still inter-
ested In producing their own handiwork. Farm and Industrial ma-
chinery exhibits were exceptionally large and Interesting.
The entertainment features were of the usual high caliber,
Including six night shows, four afternoons of auto racing, one
evening and afternoon cf auto and motorcycle thrill shows, and
one afternoon of motorcycle races. A men's chorus and a barber-
shop quartet provided additional entertainment on Tuesday, and on
Friday night a coronation ceremony was held for the State Sheat
King and the State Sheat Queen of Kansas. The Concession Depart-
ment's sales were the largest on record, and there was a definite
lack of space for many displays. A DDT spraying program, under
the supervision of the State Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's
office at Topeka, had been very successful In the riddance of
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files and Insects during the week of the Flair. 19
The 1948 State Pair, September 19 to 24, shattered many rec-
ords. There was an estimated total of 375,000 people In attend-
ance, and on one day there was an attendance of approximately
80,000. Three new fire-proof livestock barns, although not en-
tirely completed, were available for the sheltering of the dairy
cattle. In the 4-H Club Department there were 3,203 exhibitors,
an Increase of 836 over the total for 1947, and 5,303 individual
exhibits. The 4-H Club Livestock Building was overcrowded with
baby beeves, dairy and beef heifers, swine, sheep, and poultry.
An auction sale for these animals brought a high average price
for all offerings. A new feature begun was the State 4-H Poul-
try Judging Contest which was the first one for the State Fair.
Although this contest created much Interest, it did not carry the
glamour which was attached to beef and dairy production. The 4-H
Club .encampment was again a highlight of the Fair, but accommo-
dations were actually available for about one-half of those who
were eligible to attend.
Another improvement project was the complete remodeling of
the Agriculture Building to provide a new and modern Interior ar-
rangement. The corn and sorghum exhibits were of the finest qual-
ity due to the perfect weather conditions during the year. Wheat
exhibits were plentiful but were below par because of the wet har-
vest. The County Collective Booth exhibits were very attractive.
19
Ibid
., p. 10.
90
A better arrangement of the groupings in the livestock depart-
ments was possible because of the additional barns, and no tents
were used for stabling cattle in the open competition classes.20
For the first time in nearly eighteen years, a complete clas-
sification was provided in the premium list for Red Poll Cattle,
generally classified as a dual purpose breed. Forty-one of these
animals were shown by twelve exhibitors. With the agreement of
the Kansas Red Poll Association, these animals were Judged as a
beef breed along with the standard beef breeds, since Miking
Shorthorns had been classified as a dairy breed.21
Lack of interest of horse and mule breeders had been shown
by the diminishing list of entries for the preceding ten years,
and the Board eliminated this classification from the premium
list for 1048 and substituted in its place a complete class for
American Quarter Horses, a breed specially adapted for use in
handling cattle on the ranges and on smaller farms. However,
there was a disappointing showing in this class as only twenty-
seven animals were exhibited by ten exhibitors, but the officials
of the organized breed association promised better things for the
Fair of 1949.22
In the swine Department exhibitors, numbering eighty-four,
showed 611 head of hogs of which there were 102 Spotted Poland
Chinas, 94 Hampshires, 93 Ohio Improved Chester whites, 87 Poland
Chinas, 76 Berkshires, and 74 Ourocs.
20 B.S.F.K., Biennial heport . 18il9, 1948.
21 Loc . Clt .
22 Loc. Cit.
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Windstorms In June and July caused extensive damage to the
fairgrounds and resulted In the payment of more than 112,000 for
repairs. This amount was taken from funds which were Intended
for other purposes since no Insurance was carried on the State
property.
A total of seventy-two high school bands participated in the
band program during Fair week, and the payment of fifty cents per
band member, as before, was made to these bands by the sponsors,
the £>tate fair and the Hutchinson Chamber of Commerce. An attend-
ance by such a large number of bands was an indication that the
communities concerned were sufficiently interested in this pro-
gram to finance the other expenses of the bands, which undoubted-
ly remained.
The second year for the Independent Midway, as compared with
the railroad carnival companies, proved the soundness of the idea,
and the Board of Managers was lauded through the radio, the press,
and by spoken word for keeping Its word that gambling on the fair-
grounds would no longer be tolerated. Credit for pioneering the
Independent Midway in the * Fair World" was given to the Kansas
State Pair. Fair officials from all over the nation came to ob-
serve the Fairs of 1947 and of 1948 in anticipation of adopting
the Independent Midway at their fairs in 1949.
^
For the second year a record for acreage occupied by farm
and industrial machinery exhibits was established. Sales of
space by the Concessions Department for exhibition purposes were
23 B.S.F.M., Biennial Report , 18j21, 1948.
increased over those of 1947 by nearly thirty percent. The ^oard
of State Fair Managers, in anticipation of the future expansion
of the Pair facilities, employed the services of the best expert
in this field, Mr. R. J. Pearse, Fairgrounds Designer and Con-
sultant of Haleigh, North Carolina. Mr. Pearse made three visits
to the fairgrounds. His first visit was in February, 1948, at
whloh time he consulted with the executive Committee as to the
location of new cattle barns, and the second visit was in July,
1948, for considering the proposed location of new buildings, the
improvement of parking facilities, the relocation of entrances,
and other problems. Mr. Pearse* s final visit was for two days
during the 1948 Fair when he studied trafflo problems, crowd ten-
dencies, entrance gates, and cheeked on building locations best
adapted for intended purposes. About three weeks after the Fair,
Mr. Pearse sent a master plan for the future expansion of the
State Fair to the Executive Committee to be studied and used for
future recommendations to the legislature for funds. This was
the first long-range plan ever conceived and adopted by the Fair
Management in the history of the Fair, and it was considered to
be a valuable guide for the future expansion of the State Fair.24
Entertainment features of the 1948 Fair included the Midway,
night shows, special parades of livestock, high school bands,
barbershop quartets, and fireworks spectacles. There were four
afternoons of auto races, one afternoon of Hot Kod Auto races,
and one afternoon of auto thrills. Television was brought to the
24 Ibid
., p. 28.
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P&lr for the flrat time, through the courtesy and cooperation of
radio atatlon KUBC of Kansas City, Klsaourl, and Its affiliate
station, KFRM of Concordia, Kansas. This feature was available
to the public free of charge . On Thursday, Governor Frank Carl-
son made his visit to the Pair and was awarded the "Governor's
Cookie Jar" by the maker of the flrat prize Jar of cookies. Mr.
Randolph Carpenter, candidate for governor of Kansas, waa the
guest of the Fair Management on Friday. Thia was the final day
of the 1948 State Pair, the Fair which eclipsed any of Its pre-
decessors by far.
Since Its establishment in 1913, the Kansas State Fair has
become a large institution. The following table Indicates the
financial valuation of that institution in 1945
:
25
Condensed Statement of the Kansas State Fair, 1913-1945
Total legislative appropriation, Including 1946. ..#1,010,499.00
191 acres of land, buildings, and equipment.... 961,009.60
Excess of appropriation over plant valuation 49,489.50
» » * • •
General premiums paid to exhibitors 801,748.71
Additional premiums for 4-H Club work 110,405.44
Total premiums paid 912,164.15
This statement, however, doea not present the actual value of the
State Fair. It la difficult to determine In detail the benefits
26 B.S.F.H., Biennial Report
. 16:29, 1944.
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derived by everyone of the thousands who attend the Pair, a fair
Inspires people to high ideals. Acting thus on the populace, the
good It does cannot be told with any degree of accuracy.
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EHTRIES AND PRIZK LIST OP VARIOUS DKPAR1WEBTS
OF THE STATS FAIR
Departments 1915 1914
A. Cattle 470 387
B. Horse*
Light Horses, Including Horse Show 176 283
Draft Horses, Including Mules &
Jacks 162 147
C. Sheep 296 39
D. Swine 585 660
1. Poultry 1,810 921
F. Kerehanta & Manufacturers Products 45 SI
_
a. & H. Farm Products & Horticulture 583 1,033
i. Apiary 48 60
K. Kitchen & Dairy 452 396
h. Jellies & Preserves 482 923
Urn Fine Arts 620 485
I. Textile Fabrics 1,122 1,111
0. Plants & Flowers 65 71
p. Educational (Boys' Corn Contest) 117 140
Q. Better Babies • • • 248
Speed 149 158
»
Totals: 7,166 6,993
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•
STATKMKWS OP PRIZE MONEY AWARDED
t
A Statement of Prize l.oney for 1930
Departments Amount of Prize Money
A. Beef Cattle # 5,107.00
A. Dairy Cattle 4,652.00
A. Dlv. 3 Dairy Products 323.00
B. Horses 4,132.00
C. Sheep 1,591.50
D. Swine 4,729.00
S. Poultry 2,222.00
a. Agriculture 3,897.19
0. Div. 3 Horticulture 948.26
a. D1y. 5 Apiary 497.00
I. Domestic Science & Home Economics 892.00
i. Better Babies 142.00
K. Pl&e Arts 516.00
u Dlv. 2 Boy Soouts 85.00
M. Clothing k Textiles 482.00
M.
0.
P.
«.
Floriculture
Pet Stock
Dog Show
Boys' & Girls' Club Work
252.00
172.65
91.00
5,110.75
R. Work of the Blind
Total:
47.50
$35,889.84
A Statement of Prize MB* for 1948
Departments Amount of Prize Money
A. Cattle #16,391.83
A. Dairy Products 162.00
B. Horses 686.00
C. Sheep 1,206.30
C. Wool 184.00
D. Swine 4,073.20
K. Poultry 954.00
P. pet Stock and Dog Show 336.12
a. Div. I Horticulture 1,048.00
a. Div. 11 Perm Crops 894.26
a. Dlv. Ill Bees and Honey 248.00
0. Dlv. IV Collective and County Projiset 2,674.66
B. Domestic Science 531.25
K. Pine Arts 316.75
L. Clothing A Textiles 362.76
M. Floriculture 264.60
0. Boys 1 & Girls' Club Work 6,075.30
P. Vocational Agriculture 576.25
R. Work of the Blind 60.00
S. Boy Soouts 98.75
T. Oirl Scouts
Total:
83.60
$37,226.90
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ADMISSIONS FOR THE STATK PAIR, 1913-1948
Y«*r Amount
itu * 19,789.65
1914 29,784.30
1916 26,765.25
1916 34,220.50
1917
1918
1919 44,472.65
1920 46,991.50
1921 47,715.10
1922 42,973.87
1923 32,099.12
1984 60,485.00
1926 34,826.08
1926 61,944.25
1987 68,838.15
* 1928 95,606.56
l'M-d 83,688.40
1930 45,538.91
., 1931 22,879.49
1932 21,144.90
1933 29,085.65
1934 34,387.43
1935 48,639.17
1936 41,700.48
1937 56,743.83
1938 53,516.34
1939 59,119.22
1940 63,169.82
1941 80,464.75
1942 48,622.32
1943 40,761.16
1944 81,914.50
1945 106,461.68
1946 167,026.37
1947 184,955.20
1948 194,480.18
• •Admissions for 1917 and 1918 unknown.
«
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A Graph Showing the Trend of State Pair idmlsalons, 1913-1948
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HST RECEIPTS OP THE STATi ; PAIR, 1913-1948
•
(fixcludlng Legislative Appropriations
)
Year Amount
1913 t 36,843.26
1914 41,475.79
1915 40,788.56
1916 48,1X3.29
1917 61,395.93
1918 60,460.61
1919 64,719.35
1920 70,409.85
1921 74,764.24
1922 68,617.11
1923 50,825.51
1924 76,417.20
1926 60,207.82
LMfl 91,816.13
• 1927 96,048.86
1923 136,635.52
1929 124,038.28
„ 1930 81,381.82
1931 49,340.10
1932 37,498.19
1933 70,144.69
1934 55,151.46
1938 79,241.79
1936 75,118.66
1937 95,671.77
1938 89,381.97
1939 98,808.69
1940 90,233.63
1941 124,848.37
1942 86,831.85
1943 92,558.27
1944 188,392.56
1946 168,421.39
1946 261,691.71
1947 298,317.55
•
1948 319,444.99
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DISBURSEMENTS OF THE STATE FAIR, 1913-1948
Year Amount
1913 1 50,349.81
1914 46,017.90
1915 50,095.27
1916 47,464.38
1917 59,468.42
1918 88,127.98
1919 67,051.56
IfM 82,185.67
1921 84,747.43
1922 77,412.29
1923 78,127.67
1924 79,136.02
1925 86,323.90
LSSi 100,282.63
1927 114,915.04
1928 156,874.75
1929 142,894.38
1930 136,688.05
1931 91,185.12
1932 65,770.05
1933 81,487.54
1934 69,287.41
1936 85,050.04
1936 81,934.18
1937 122,509.77
ma iii.864.6i
1939 118,267.22
1940 122,230.51
1941 109,418.63
1942 120,984.90
1943 114,154.40
1944 162,925.13
1945 185,946.27
1946 246,625.96
1947 309,362.47
1948 381,433.34
A Graph Showing the Relationship of Net Receipts
and Disbursements of State Fair
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s
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THB STATS PAIR, 1913-1948
-
Yaar Amount
1913
1914
1916 20,000
1916 6,000
1917 2,000
1918 32,000
1919 8,472
1920 61,250
1921 27,800
1922 17,500
1923 18,240
1924 43,000
1925 23,500
1926 33,600
1927 23,500
1928 113,076
- 1M« 23,600
1930 89,500
1931 73,500
• 1932 23,500
1933 47,684
1934 17,600
1936 87,600
1936 22,000
1937 17,000
1938 18,500M9 18,500
1940 26,500
1941 18,500
1942 21,000
1943 21,000
1944 21,000
1946 21,000
1946 24,600
1947 124,500
•
1948 31,500
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KANSAS SESSION LAWS OP 1913
Chapter 290
PROVIDINO FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OP AN ANNUAL STATE PAIR
House Bill No. 409
An Aet authorizing the State Board of Agriculture to hold an an-
nual atate fair at Hutchinson, Kansas; providing for the man-
agement and control thereof, and authorizing certain counties
to participate therein.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
SECTION 1. That a state fair to be held annually in the city
of Hutchinson, Kansas, at such time as shall be filled by the board
of state fair managers, is hereby created, as hereinafter provided
for.
SEC. 2. When the county of Reno, through its board of coun-
ty commissioners, or other parties for it, shall convey to the
state of Kansas the tract of land and all the improvements there-
on now used for fair purposes in said county for the uses and
upon the conditions hereinafter set forth, together with an ab-
stract of title showing a good and sufficient title thereto, said
title to be first approved by the attorney general of the state
of Kansas, the state of Kansas shall, by and through its board of
state fair managers, hereinafter created, accept said tract as a
state fair ground upon which shall be held annually a state fair;
provided, said county commissioners shall not use any public mon-
ey to purchase said tract until duly authorized by a majority
vote of the people of said county voting at any election called
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for that purpose. Said tract of land shall be held by the state
of Kansas exclusively as a state fair ground and for such other
uses as the board of state fair managers shall direct, and If at
any time the state of Kansas shall fall to hold thereon a state
fair In any one year then the county of Reno or any association
in that county organized for the purpose of holding a fair, shall
be permitted to use said grounds and buildings, free of charge,
for the purpose of holding a state fair that year.
SEC. 3. The State Board of Agriculture immediately upon the
taking effect of this act, and the conveyance of the state of Kan-
sas of said tract, and upon call of the president thereof, shall
hold a special meeting at which shall be elected four persons
from the members and officers of said State Board of Agriculture
who shall, together with the secretary of the State Horticultural
Society, constitute a board of state fair managers, with such
powers and duties as are herein prescribed; two of said members
shall be elected and hold office until the next annual meeting of
the said State Board of Agriculture In 1914 and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified; two of said members shall be
eleoted and hold office until the regular meeting of the State
Board of agriculture in 1915, and until their successors are elec-
ted and qualified. At the regular meeting of the State Board of
Agriculture in 1914 two members of said board of state fair man-
agers shall be elected for two years and every two years there-
after. At the regular annual meeting of the State Board of Ag-
riculture in 1915 two members of the said board of state fair
managers shall be elected and every two years thereafter.
108
SMC. 4. Said board of atate fair managers shall Immediately
upon their election organize by the election for their own number
of a president, who shall hold offloe until the election of the
board of state fair managers In 1914 and until his successor it
elected and qualified. Said president shall thereafter be elec-
ted biennially. Said board of atate fair managers shall select
and purchase a seal to authenticate all their acts and proceed-
ings. Said board shall have power to meet for the transaction of
business under the call of the president as often as shall, in
its Judgment, be necessary; to have full control and regulation
of the times and manner of holding said state fair; the appoint-
ment and compensation and duties of all necessary subordinate of-
ficers, including seoretary and treasurer, the offering of pre-
miums, necessary printing for and advertising of said state fair,
and all other matters in connection with the holding of said
state fair.
SMC. 6. The members of the said board of state fair managers
shall receive for their compensation the sum of five dollars per
day for eaoh day necessarily expended in their duties and their
actual traveling expenses*
SMC. 6. The said board of state fair managers shall have
power to make all needful rules and regulations regarding the
holding of said state fair and the oontrol and government there-
of, which rules and regulations shall be published for the bene-
fit of the public.
SEC. 7. A majority of said board of state fair managers
shall constitute a quorum to transact business.
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SEC. 8. For the purpose of aiding more complete exhibi-
tion of the resources of the state at the said fair the board of
county commissioners of eaeh county ia hereby authorized to ex-
pend annually not to exceed the sum of five hundred dollars out
of the general revenue fund of auoh county for the purpose of mak-
ing an exhibit of the agricultural and other resources of said
county at aald state fair.
SKC. 9. Any county with a population in excesa of thirty-
five thousand may erect upon aald state fair grounds a separate
building for the exhibition at said fair of the agricultural and
other resources of said county, which building shall be main-
tained and kept in repair at state expense. All costs of making
exhibitions therein to be paid by the county owning the building;
provided, that before any such building shall be erected it shall
be authorized by a vote of the people of aald county at either a
general or apeeial election; said building to be paid for either
by a special tax or by an iaaue of bonda aa the board of county
commissioners of such county may suggest and the people at such
election approve.
SEC. 10. All money received for the sale of tickets, privi-
leges, or from any other source through the operation of said
state fair or from any other use of aald grounds authorized by
the said Board of State Pair Managers shall be paid to and held
by the treasurer of the aald board. Out of such sums shall be
paid all the running expenses of conducting the said state fair,
including all labor employed and other expenses In connection
therewith, except as otherwise provided for In thia aet. Any
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auma In excess of such payments shall be held by the said treas-
urer to be expended under the direction of said Board of State
Fair Managers for the extension and upbuilding of the state fair.
To provide for the safekeeping of said money the treasurer of
said Board of State fair Managers shall give a bond In such sum
and with such security as the said Board of State Fair Managers
shall require.
S£C. 11. The said Board of State Fair Managers shall on or
before the thirty-first day of December in eaoh even numbered year
make a report, in writing, to the governor of the state, which re-
port shall contain a full statement of all the acts and proceed-
ings of the said board and a summarized account of the receipts
and expenditures of said board, which report shall be by the gov-
ernor transmitted to the Legislature at its next regular session.
S£C. 12. The board of county commissioners of Reno county,
Kansas, the state of Kansas through the governor thereof, and the
State Board of Agriculture, are hereby expressly authorised to do
and perform all of the acts herein required and directed, upon
the conditions and requirements hereinbefore provided.
S£C. 13. This act shall take effect and he in force from
and after its publication in the official state -paper.
Approved March 1, 1913.
Fubllahed in official state-paper March 6, 1913.
